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COPY TAPE 1 OF 1 - RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN PARTIES DETECTIVE

INSPECTOR KEN BEMI OF THE CRIME AND MISCONDUCT COMMISSION AND

STUART JOHN HILL. HELD ON THURSDAY 13 OCTOBER 2005 AT SOUTHPORT.
ALSO PRESENT CRAIG HAWKINS.

LEGAL OFFICER: THERESA HAMILTON

RE: OPERATION GRAND

KB= Detective Inspector Ken Bemi (CMC)
CH= Investigator Craig Hawkins (CMC)
SH= Stuart John Hill

KB  We just might turn that down a little bit.
SH  Yeah sure no worries. I can do that.

KB  Thetimenowis 10:11 am on the morning of Thursday the 13® day of October 2005. I'm
present at 18 Egerton Street, Southport and I intend to conduct an audio recorded
interview with Mr Stuart John Hill in relation to a current investigation — inquiry — at the
Crime and Misconduct Commission in Brisbane is undertaking in relation to the Gold
Coast City Council elections held in March 2004. For the purpose of voice identification
I’1l ask every person present here starting with myselfto state their full and correct name.
My full name is Kenneth William Bemi. Iam a Detective Inspector of Police currently
performing duties at the Crime and Misconduct Commission in Brisbane.

CH My full name is Michael Craig Hawkins. I’m an investigator with the Crime and
Misconduct Commission based in Brisbane.

KB  Your full name Stuart?

SH My full name is Stuart John Hill and I'm a resident at 18 Egerton Street, Southport.

KB  And your date of birth?

SH  Eleventh of the Twelfth 1947 (11.12.47)

KB  AsIstated earlier Stuart I intend to conduct an audio recorded interview with you today
in relation to the matter I have outlined and by that I mean whatever you, myself or my

colleague says here will be recorded as we speak. Do you clearly understand that?

SH  Iclearly understand that yes I do.
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KB  And do you agree to participate in this interview of your own free will here today?
SH  To the best of my knowledge I do.

KB  Inother words that you agree with ...

SH  YesIagree to it yes.

KB Do you require any other person here to be present with you during this interview?

SH No, no, no.

KB In relation to the Gold City Council elections held on the 27% March 2004 can you
explain any involvement that you had in them, if any?

SH  YesIwas campaigning with Roxanne Scott umm meaning handing out pamphlets alsg on
the day of the election I was ahh going around each Polling Booth to make sure things
were running smoothly.

KB Whereabouts was that?

SH  Ahh the Polling Booths to the best of my knowledge was ahh umm Southport. There was
one — there was one Southport, two in Labrador ahh one in — like well I suppose it would

be Southport another one. Ahh Evandale was another one and that’s the best that I ahh
my knowledge.

KB  What about leading up to the election? Did you support Roxanne Scott in any way?

SH  Ohh the only thing is ahh over the phone ahh when I copped a heap of bloody abuse from
people and also I had signs outside my place and we used this place as a headquarters in
time to get the pamphlets out in time and well I really believe some people what we
deliverin’ ‘em was quicker to deliver ‘em by motor scooter or motor bike whatever sort

of thing.

KB  Perhaps if I can take you a step back. How did you first meet Roxanne Scott?

SH Well I believe that ahh Dawn Crichlow who is the Councillor for Division 6 wasn’t doing
the right job and I found out that Roxanne Scott was running for being a Councillor of

Division 6.

KB  How did you find that out?
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SH  Ahh ohh you know on the grapevine, word — I can’t name any par.ticular person at this
stage - it’s a long time ago and I contacted Roxanne to offer my assistance because there
was — there was at that stage there was no-one involved or best of my knowledge.

KB  How did you contact Roxanne?

SH  Irangherup-1lead to believe that she worked at umm ahh for ahh for the Government
in umm ohh yeah you know some [ui] in Southport where their offices are health and
safety there or something there.

KB  When did you first contact her can you recall?

SH  No I can’t recall that.

KB  But it was before the elections obviously?

SH  Ohh yes it was before the elections.

KB  Was it long before the election?

SH  Ohh well say mediocre I suppose.

KB  So are we talking about months or?

SH  Ohh yeah a couple — a few months.

KB  And what gave you the motivation to contact Roxanne Scott?

SH  Well from what I was told and after meeting Roxanne she seems to be a very straight

woman and an honest woman and a woman that would get off her backside and do
something.

KB  Did you meet her before you first contacted her to offer your support?

SH I, I made arrangements to meet her and talk to her and see from my own opinion if - if
I’m going to sort of virtually get involved with someone that I don’t know.

KB  And you met Roxanne?
SH  Ijust met Roxanne the once.
KB  Whereabouts did that meeting take place?

SH At Australia Fair that’s all.
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KB  Was there any other person present with you when you met with her?
SH No
KB  And during this meeting can you outline what she said to you?

SH  Pleased to meet ‘ya. I'm Roxanne Scott. Ahh I’'m Stuart Hill and she said I’'m running
for Division — a candidate for Division 6. And I said ahh yes and that’s how it sort of
carried on and I made my own assumption at the time that well at least I've got someone
that’s straight or is my own opinion will get off her backside or their backside and do
something which was needed in Division 6. Ahh Roxanne —at least I would say she’d be
able to lie straight in bed well as the old saying goes you know. But I never been - I'm
not inclined that way you know.

KB  So as part of that support after you had the meeting with her obviously you were
impressed by her and you agreed to support her election campaign?

SH  That’s correct yes.

KB  And you outlined before that you had signs up here supporting Roxanne Scott?

SH That is correct.

KB  And pamphlets — did you have any pamphlets printed?

"SH  NoIdidn’t have them printed. Where they got printed from I don’t know but there was

some given to me and I went around — I said well — on a map I said I’'ll do this little bit
around here and then I got a phone call either from Roxanne or from someone I’'m not
real sure you know that they were going to do it quicker by motor bike. They were goin’
to put it out to an agent or something.

KB  That’s what you’ve stated earlier on?

SH  Yeah yeah

KB  So as far as you were concerned ahh you had signs out the front of your house and you
assisted Roxanne Scott’s campaign by actually arranging for the delivery of some
pamphlets and, and doing that yourself?

SH Yes that’s correct.

KB  Did you assist her in any other way?
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SH No

KB You've élready said on polling day you attended Polling Booths.

SH  Ohh that — yeah that way yeah yeah.

KB Do you belong to any group or organisation?

SH No

KB  Did you make any financial contributions at all to Roxanne Scott’s campaign?

SH  No, no Ididn’t.

KB  Are you aware of where Roxanne Scott received any financial funding from her
campaign?

SH No I'm not. I’'m lead to believe that she ahh took her long service to fund her own
campaign. That was what I lead to believe ahh but I don’t think Roxanne was ever ahh
involved in ahh in umm any wrong doing is that the word I gotta use.

KB  Who was she running against?

SH  Ahh Councillor Crichlow.

KB  Were there any other candidates running in this Division 67

SH  Not to my knowledge no.

KB  Are you aware of a organisation or group called the Southport Citizens for Change?

SH I have heard along the line that was it but I hdd nothing to be involved with that
organisation.

KB  Were you ever a member of that organisation?

SH No

KB Do you know what that organisation or group stands for?

SH Noldon’t.

KB Do you know who runs that organisation?
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SH Noldon’t.

KB  IfIcan just refer you to a number of documents here.

SH Yes

KB  Before I do that do you know a company called Quadrant — Quadrant Printing?

SH Noldon’t.

KB  Areyouaware of the role Quadrant Printing may have played in printing up pamphlets or
any other election material for Roxanne Scott?

SH Idon’t know but they could have done ohh but I don’t know.

KB  The first document I’d like to draw to your attention to is a ahh invoice from Quadrant.
Quadrant is situated in Robina.

SH Right

KB  InGlenferrie Drive and it’s a printing business. They advertise, they print and they were
involved in the ahh election in the sense that they printed a lot of pamphlets for various
candidates.

SH  Right

KB  Now the reason why I'm interested in these invoices is they’re addressed to — well the
first one is dated [pause] — it actually covers the period ahh during March 2004 for
various expenses incurred and it’s addressed to the Southport Citizens for Change care of
Stuart Hill, 18 Egerton Street, Southport.

SH Right

KB  CanlIjust swap with you there Craig?

SH  Ohh you right.

KB  IfI can just show you that.

SH  IfIcanread it. [péuse] I see yeah.

KB  So hence my question to you is why does your name appear on the Quadrant invoice
under Southport Citizens for Change?
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SH  Well I was ahh I was asked by who I can’t remember at this stage would I put my name
on those advertising signs outside meaning Stuart — S Hill — right 18 Egerton Street,
Southport which is virtually — and would I ahh be — use my name I'm lead to believe to
ahh umm what it — it was ahh [ui] Dawn’s campaign [ui] and T said yeah well don’t see
any problem with that at all. Also ahh with that — then I copped a lot of abuse over the
phone from Dawn Crichlow’s little followers.

KB  Who asked you to put your name on the signs?

SH  Ohh gee I couldn’t tell you.

KB Was it Roxanne?

SH Ahh no it wasn’t Roxanne no. It was a male ahh if I could remember who it was I don’t
know.

KB  Were you part of Roxanne Scott’s campaign committee at all?

SH  Yeah well it was — as I said early in the piece there but I had nothing to do with the
financial side [ui] dollars or anything like that you know.

KB Do you know who her campaign manager was?

SH  Well I was lead to believe it was myself and that ahh it was mainly myself [ui] handling
the pamphlets but as I said before I had nothing to do with the money side of it.

KB Do you know if she had any other campaign manager?
SH  Idon’tthink so. Idon’t know. Icouldn’t answer that one at all.
KB  So you consider yourself to have been her campaign manager?

SH  Well yes to, to look after the [ui] side of it on the day and to deliver some pamphlets in
this area.

KB  Now if we can just go back to your name on the signs.

SH Yes

KB  How was your name on the signs? How did it appear?

SH  Ahh “S Hill” I think.

KB  Isitauth — did it say something “authorised by S Hill” or?
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SH  Yeah could — authorised by me yes.

KB  Alright. And did you have to pay any money at all?

SH No

KB  But you can’t recall who approached you and asked you to put your name on the sign?

SH Nolcan’t at this stage. No Idon’t. I'd have to sort of ring up and find out who it was.

KB  So how could you explain your name appearing under this invoice under Southport
Citizens for Change?

SH  Well they probably sent it and I didn’t receive it because I can honestly say we have
problems here with our bloody mail. The other day me next door neighbour gave memy
mail which was in their letterbox. I have my own PO Box. Now mail does go missing
around here. I can honestly say that and I’m not the only one that will say that too
because we’ve got, you know different people we get different mail and different people
in the letterbox and so forth.

CH [sound of coughing] Pardon me.

|

SH  So that’s—yeah I —it’s probably been sent and, and ahh you know and it never turned up
here.

KB  So how was this invoice paid? It was sent to you here?

SH  Well that’s what I was just saying you know it could have [ui] sent to me.

KB  But, but can you recall receiving this invoice?

SH  No that’s what I'm saying. No I haven’t.

KB Youcan’t?

SH  NoIhaven’t.

KB  You never received it here even though it’s addressed to 18 Egerton Street?

SH  No not best of my knowledge. So whoever sent it there has probably sent it to me there
just [ui] paid it out of their own pocket I presume. I don’t know.

KB  Butin any event you didn’t pay any outstanding amount?
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SH  Nono.

KB  Are you aware of a firm called Hickey Lawyers at all?
SH  Yes

KB  How are you aware of that firm?

SH  Because Mr Hickey ahh or Hickey Lawyers own or Tony Hickey one of the principals
like owns, owns this house here.

KB  He owns this house?

SH  Yes. Werent it off him.

KB  Soyou’re atenant?

SH I'm atenant. And Judith Hickey which is ahh Tony’s ex-sister-in-law. Right?
KB  Alright. There’s another invoice here also from Quadrant.

SH I see.

KB  Thattotals $1,279.65. Once again it’s addressed to Southport Citizens for Change care of
Stuart Hill of this address.

SH  Isee. Well once again as I say there | haven’t received this material at all and ahh I don’t
know.

KB  Just for the record that first invoice I referred to from Quadrant...

SH Yeah
KB ... is for the amount of $5,012.64.
SH Right

KB  And this was also expenses incurred in March 2004 — printing — lot of printing costs.
That’s what Quadrant did.

SH  Ohh well you know I’ve got — I’ve had signs ‘cos | had a heap of signs given to me...

KB Yep
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381 ,
382 SH ...to place around the, the electorate you know Division 6 here where the polling bootltxs
383 were which I did ahh but as to invoices as I said now we got a new postie DOW. As 'I Sal.d
384 the other day I found — well the next door neighbour come to me with, with mail [ui]
385 come to here and it was plainly said 18 Egerton Street and it was in their letterbox.
386 ‘
387 KB Ihave here another document — once again from Quadrant — covering the March period.
388 This time for the amount of $295.63. It was sent from Quadrant addressefl to the
389 Southport Citizens for Change care of yourself for finished art, art materials, quick cuts,
390 CD backup, a lot of election campaign accessories.
391
392 SH  Yes, yes.
393
394 KB  For advertising.
395
306 SH  Isee.
397
398 KB  I'll just show you that.
399
400 SH  Yeah
401
402 KB  And can you comment on that?
403
404 SH  NolIcan’t once again. Exactly the same as before.
405
406 KB  Right. You didn’t receive it, you didn’t pay the outstanding amount?
407
408 SH  Ididn’treceiveitno. [ haven’t received it no.
409
410 KB  Thenextinvoice is also from Quadrant for the period ahh March 2004 for the amount of
411 $199.38 for the same type of services provided. And I'll show you — that’s also
412 addressed to yourself.
413 }
414 SH  Right. No I haven’t received that either.
415
416 KB  Younever received that?
417
418 SH No
419 .
420 KB  And likewise another invoice from Quadrant addressed to the Southport Citizens of
421 Change — for Change care of yourself. That’s for the amount of $618.75 once again
422 printing costs with the election.
423
424 SH  Isee. No. [ui] received no.
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KB  So summarising you certainly didn’t — well you can’t recall receiving any of these
invoices. ..

SH No

KB  ...and you certainly didn’t pay any moneys to Quadrant?

SH No

KB  And was there any person that requested you pay the outstanding amount to Quadrant?

SH No

KB Do you know if Tony Hickey was responsible for paying Quadrant?

SH  Ididn’t— after the election I heard that he was the solicitor for Roxanne Scott or whatever
it was you know. But...

KB  So you have heard of the organisation Southport Citizens for Change?

SH  Ihave heard of it yeah.

KB  But you don’t know who’s involved?

SH Noldon’t.

KB  You don’t know what they stand for?

SH Noldon’t.

KB  Were you asked by either Roxanne Scott or any other person if you minded if your name
and address appeared under Southport Citizens for Change?

SH I can’t recall that at all, no.

KB  Were you involved in assisting any other candidates apart from Roxanne Scott?

SH  No, only Roxanne Scott.

KB  Are you aware of any developer contributions at all to Roxanne Scott’s campaign?

SH  NoIdon’trecall anything like that. AsIsaid before I'm not in the financial side ofit. All
I was involved in it there was handing out pamphlets and ahh
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KB  And signs.

SH  And signs, yes.

KB  And on polling day you went around to various booths?

SH  Yes to make sure that everything ran smoothly.

KB  And what did you do exactly? Can you just expand on that?

SH  Ohhh

KB  You went around to the booths and what did you do?

SH  OhhI just walked up to the ones that were handing out pamphlets on behalf of Roxanne
Scott and just say is everything okay. We have had a lot of problems well especially
myself with the Opposition Dawn Crichlow. She’s a snake in the grass. Fair dinkum
she’s — she’s got more moves than a pogo stick.

KB  Did youhave to sign any authorisation for your name to appear on the advertising sign for
Roxanne Scott?

SH  Not that I can recall at this stage, no.

KB  And how many meetings did you have all up with Roxanne Scott?

SH  Ohh that I couldn’t tell you. I wouldn’t have a clue. But I would say that at the
beginning I know when I — in my own mind I said ahh to myself that Roxanne was a
decent sort of a woman and she was straight down the line and in my opinion and my
opinion only and that’s why I decided to go with Roxanne.

KB  So you’re saying that you initiated the contact with her to begin with. She didn’t contact
you for support?

SH  That’s correct. I, 1ahhIrang Roxanne. Ohh well I got the number and that there and said
well we’ll meet and see what one and another looks like you know.

KB  And you offered her your support?

SH Yes

KB  That’s how it all came — she didn’t request it?

Complainant: OPERATION GRAND

Subject(s): OPERATION GRAND

Investigator: DETECTIVE INSPECTOR KEN BEMI

Statement Of: STUART JOHN HILL

Legal Officer: THERESA HAMILTON

File Number: MI-05-2482

Directory :

Pagel3 of 17




513
514
515
516
517
518
519
520
521
522
523
524
525
526
527
528
529
530
531
532
533
534
535
536
537
538
539
540
541
542
543
544
545
546
547
548
549
550
551
552
553
554
555
556

SH No, no, no I offered her my, my support.

KB  And you said before that you didn’t make any financial contributions to her?
SH  No I didn’t make any, no.

KB  Are you aware of a fund called the Lionel Barden Trust Fund at all?

SH  Ihave heard ofit but I was not involved in that. All sorts of things come out in the media
don’t they?

KB  That’s how you learnt about it?

SH Yes

KB  Did Roxanne Scott make any mention to you at all whether — sorry where she was
sourcing her funding for election campaign from?

SH  Ican’trecall anything like that. IfI1did I’d say so. But Idon’t think so. I can’trecall that
back — back that far ago. But ahh no.

KB  And as we know Roxanne Scott was unsuccessful running against Councillor Crichlow.
Have you had any further contact with Roxanne Scott after the election?

SH  Yes yeah. I’ve asked Roxanne would she mind standing again for ahh for umm you
know running again as a candidate for — against Dawn Crichlow you know in Division 6.
Umm but Roxanne hasn’t given me an answer for that you know she’s gotta make up her
own mind. And the way things are going, the way the crap that was said in there and as I
said in my statement to the CMC when I sent it up there there’s 10 concerns that I had
that was thrown at me and you people were the first people to come and, and interview
me or even speak to me. Now ahh umm the election was held what was it in March 2004
and umm it — well there’s a lot of water goes under the bridge [ui] if you don’t write
bloody things down I got a bad memory.

KB  This is the first time we’ve actually seen your letter. I can advise you now that a lot of
the — well all these points you do raise are I would umm in my opinion are outside the
jurisdiction of the CMC to investigate.

SH Ohh yeah right.

KB  Butldo note that...

SH Yeah sure.
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KB ...and I will take a copy.

SH  You can have that copy yeah by all means.

KB  And ahh it’s certainly outside the terms of reference for this particular inquiry.

SH  Ohh yeahrightyo. ButI—Isentup I know that for a fact but I think in Claus.e 8 there that
— that gives you a very good strong indication what Councillor Crichlow is about you
know. She’s a snake in the grass. Slimy snake in the grass and one day — there’s an old
saying goes — you give ‘em enough rope they’ll hang themselves. And she’s got the rope
around her neck. It’s a matter of kickin’ the bucket from underneath her.

KB  Could you suggest anyone we may be able to contact to find out about the Southport
Citizens for Change — a contact person there in that organisation?

SH  Wouldn’t have a clue (ha ha ha ha) [laughing] — to be honest with you I would not have a
clue. I’d have to sort of go and hunt around and you know at this stage straight off the
top of my head no I wouldn’t have a clue.

KB Do you wish to add anything further to this interview here today?

SH  No Idon’t ahh no [ don’t.

KB  Craig?

CH Do you have any concerns about your name being used on the Citizens?

SH  Yeahhh that’s —it’s a bit of surprise to me because honestly as I said before and I'd swear
it on a stack of Bibles — never seen that before.

KB  And you didn’t authorise it?

SH  No I didn’t sign nothin’ I didn’t give any money. No my signature — [ui] sign my
signature a dozen times over but whoever can forge it can’t be [ui] bloody good.

KB  Alright so you certainly didn’t consent to your name being ahh ahh placed on an
invoice...

SH  Well I didn’t know.

KB  ...under Southport Citizens for Change representing that you have some affiliation with
that organisation.

SH  Didn’t know.
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KB  And it was never raised with you by Roxanne Scott?

SH No

KB By any other person?

SH No

KB  So you can’t explain how it got there your name with Southport Citizens for Change?

SH  The only [ui] they probably [ui] is the signs outside my place and on, on the pamphlets
that were handed out. That’s what the only authorisation [ui] but I don’t know.

CH  Umm you said earlier this was the Headquarters for who?

KB  Ahh for Roxanne we — we used this here 18 Egerton Street.

CH  Did she have another address that was the Headquarters?

SH  No not to my knowledge no.

CH  Thank you.

KB  Thank you for that.

SH  Alright

KB Do you agree that what you’ve stated here during this interview has been true and correct
to the best of your knowledge and belief?

SH  Ohh best of my knowledge yes.

KB  And are you happy with the way this interview has been conducted by us here today?

SH  Yes, yes.

KB  Thank you for your time once again ...

SH  Thank you.

KB ...ahh Mr Hill and the time now is 10:36 am on Thursday morning the 13® day of
October 2005. This interview is now concluded. '
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