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COPY TAPE 1 OF 1 - RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN THOMAS RICHARD TATE

AND DETECTIVE INSPECTOR KEN BEMI OF THE CRIME AND MISCONDUCT

COMMISSION ALSO PRESENT CIVILIAN INVESTIGATOR LUCINDA O'BRIEN OF THE

CRIME AND MISCONDUCT COMMISSION

LEGAL OFFICER: THERESA HAMILTON

RE: OPERATION GRAND

TT = THOMAS RICHARD TATE

KB = DETECTIVE INSPECTOR KEN BEMI

LO = CIVILIAN INVESTIGATOR LUCINDA O'BRIEN
UI = UNINTELLIGIBLE

KB  The time now is 12:34 pm on the afternoon of Wednesday the Second day of Novembf:r
2005 I'm present at the Islander Resort, and I intend to interview Mr Tom TATE, in
relation to a current investigation that the Crime and Misconduct Commission, is
currently undertaking, in relation, to the Gold Coast City Council Elections held in March
2004, for the purposes of voice identification I’1l ask every person present here starting
with myself to state their full and correct name my full name is Kenneth William BEML,
I’'m a Detective Inspector, of Police currently performing duties at the Crime and
Misconduct Commission in Brisbane

LO  Lucinda O’BRIEN Investigator at the Crime and Misconduct Commission

TT (Ui) Thomas Richard TATE, Chief Executive Officer at the Islander Resort Group

KB  Thank you Mr TATE — what I intend to do today is conduct an audio recorded interview
with you, in relation to the matter I previously outlined, what that means is whatever, you
say I say or my colleague here says will be recorded as we speak on tape do you
understand that

TT  Understand

KB  Are you agreeable to participate in this interview of your own free will here today

TT YesIam

KB Do you require any other person to be present here with you

TT I donot

KB  Thank you — can you please state your current address
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TT 66 Hillview Parade, Ashmore

KB  And your date of birth

TT 15 January 1959

KB  And you’re the Chief Executive Officer here

TT Correct

KB At the Islander Resort and how long have you held that position for

TT 1993

KB  Can you outline what your duties, ah entail

TT  Basically ah, it’s a top down, reporting system, we have a lot of ah, hotel investment, in
Sydney, and here in Queensland and, each General Manager report to me, ah includes,
budgeting and day to day, ah management of the ah, of, our operation, primarily in
Queensland now

KB  As I said previously the Crime and Misconduct Commission in Brisbane, is currently
conducting an inquiry, into the Gold Coast City Council Elections held in March 2004,
can you, outline your involvement, if any, during, the lead up to those elections

TT  Ah the time prior to, the election, I was president of Surfers Paradise Chamber of
Commerce, ah, being a president of Surfers Paradise Chamber, ah we, meet with other
president, of Chamber of Commerces ah together, it’s ah, ‘n unincorporated body so it’s
an informal meeting, of all the presidents — ah we meet from time to (ui) time, once a
month or, once evevy, couple of months, ‘bout, about issues that ah, Gold Coast ah
regional Pacific, issues, ah whether it be infrastructure, etcetera, ah, the Gold Coast ah
City Council, elections comin’ up, so there’s discussion (ui) regarding, ah, the, election
itself and ah, and out of that, ah there were er, discussion, within, their own, candidacy
within their own Division, so if I, for instance Coomera Chamber of Commerce would be
discussing about, Division 2, and Surfers Paradise would, talk about Division 7, and it’s
not restrictive but we don’t talk about any, any, anyone else who, who may be standing

KB s this like a combined Chamber of Commerce meeting

TT It’s a combine is (ui) it is a combined is in unincorporated bodies so it’s the, it’s really a
meeting of the presidents, on the Gold Coast

KB  Continue
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TT

From there ah, ah from what I recall ah — it’s an ongoing, item and ahh, I can’t Tecall
exactly who brought it up that ah, but ahhh, we (ui) perhaps should, endorse like-minded
cand'ites that is, ahh, people who are, ahm would support infrastructure and issues that,
we’re, ah, trying to lobby, the local government, and ahm, and, conversely ah, we would
probably, look at, cand'ites that’s ah, are not business friendly, that is ah, s-somebody
whose not logical or-or in-in-in their opinion within, the Chamber and, I guess, from
there, ah, each president is probably qualified to comment, within, the Division that
they’re, reside in, and ah I wouldn’t pretend to know, who ah, who or what candidate is
good for, the Gold Coast representing Division 1, etcetera, but, I would probably know,
who would be a good person to represent, ah Division 7 and ah, and, the question to ask
is, whether or not is ah, a Chamber issue, ah, or a personally issue, I think that’s, that’s a
grey area I'm talking about, ah, over the broad whether ah they have, ah closer ah
relationship with, the candidate within their Division, I only can speak on Division 7 ah
with, from memory there was four, candidates running for Division 7 and ahm, out of the
four, ah, we view it, we meaning Surfers Paradise that they’re of ah high calibre
candidates, and, we as a Chamber really didn’t need to, ahm, ah endorse any single
candidate for Division 7, ah, notwithstanding that, ah you might as well have a listen of,
what everyone else, got to say, regarding, current ah councillors or, ah, candidates within
their ah, their, ah Division, so, ah there was ah, an ongoing, meeting and, I think it came
into ah, finalisation where, there was a meeting held ah, within proximidy proximity of
the Islander

Where abouts was meeting held

Ah it’s the Gold Coast, ah Brew Pub which owns and operate by our family as well
Brew pump
Brew Pub

Pub

Yeah we brew our own beer — and ahm — and at the time there, there was gonna be,
funding and that ah, and that, the like-minded candidates, ahm, or, the ones that gonna be,
endorsed perhaps by various Chamber, is gonna be highlighted, and ah, and at the time ah
I think, Councillor David POWER was, ah, ah, gonna be heading that group, group (ui)
the, it’s a loose definition (ui) I would say heading that, that ah, like-mind like-minded
candidates, and ah, and, we, the meeting was call, I think David was present and ah, and
together with ah, a few other presidents

Do you know when that meeting was
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Ahhh — ’m not I'm not sure it could be November 0-3, that ahm, I-I don’t recall exactly
which month it is '

Alright
(Ui) it, it’s not enough time to plan
Whose idea was it, t’ hold that meeting

Ahm from memory ahh I think ahh, it came out from dahhh, Chamber from the north I-I
think Coomera Chamber at the time is, ahh Brian ROWE or John LANGE John LANGE
I think ‘n Brian was, ahh, was their vice, I’'m not sure exactly, so it, it generate from there
beca’, from memory ah, there’s a bit of antagonistic ahh, with Councillor Peter YOUNG,
and, ahh the Chambers up there really, would wish that ah, that they be an alternative
council-councillor to Peter, ahm do we have an opinion on that, not really it doesn’t really
concern us, I knew Peter from the previous election, I ‘ave no cripes with him, but as a
Chamber President, ah would I support or not support it, it, makes no difference to me

Alright, so, this idea about, supporting, like-minded candidates, was that born out of a
combined Chamber of Commerce meeting — that you referred to previously or was it,

born before that took place that combined Chamber of Commerce meeting can you put it
in (ui)

[Coughs] I-I — I ah, I think it was born outside the combined Chamber meeting ah the
men-momentum was ah picked up and then was brought to the combined Chamber, to

see, what do you think of that idea, can we throw our weight behind it, I don’t recall us
initiating it, ahm

So the driving, person or persons, behind this concept of supporting, like-minded

candidates at that time would’ve been either Brian ROWE or John LANGE from the,
Northern Chamber

Yes

And when you had the combined meeting, whereabouts was that held

Ah, we-we ah, we rotate from, from month to month it could’ve been at, in Southport at
ah Minter Ellison John (ui) office, could’ve been, ah in Nerang it, we-we absolutely
rotate and ah but I know that the meeting that David, POWER ah, did his presentation or-

or talk to us, was, here in Surfers Paradise

Was that at a combined Chamber of Commerce meeting or was it a, separate meeting
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TT  1think it, it was a separate meeting but it was, ah born out of the combined Chamber
meeting so ah, basically, ah, it’s an, it’s an informal meeting where, 1f you wanna come,
ah as a result of previous meeting, come and less have, and have a listen if you’re not
interested, don’t come because there I don’t believe there’s a minutes taken on that

KB  Was this concept about supporting like-minded candidates discussed at only, th?t
particular combined Chamber of Commerce meeting that you’re referring to or was it,
discussed during a series of combined, Chamber of Commerce meetings

TT 1 think it was discussed ah as a series ah, er-er, it is ah, it’s not ah definite one where,
okay let’s do it like this, the point is, it was a growing dissatisfaction, ah by the
performance in council so as, your agitated, or as ah the council is, not result orientated,
and ah, it builds up the momentum you think well there’s an election coming ‘up, Fhe
timing’s right to do something about it, so, and that’s how it would’ve started, it’s like
lighting a match, you light one match because you think you need a bit of light, and. thgn
you think well hang on I might light another one (ui) it grew from there I-I don’t thmk it
was a, a calculated thing going, right, election coming up, it’s about time we put a ticket
together, and take over the council that, that wasn’t (ui)

KB  Soitdidn’t arise from a single meeting

TT No

KB  It’s more likely to ‘ave risen from a series of meeting

TT Correct

KB  Meetings — who would ‘ve attended those combined Chamber of Commerce meetings all
the presidents

TT  All the presidents of the Chamber of Commerce

KB  Now if I can just, direct your mind, what happened, after the combined Chamber of
Commerce meeting well first of all before I get on to that, was the term or concept, like-
minded candidates, discussed during, those combined Chamber of Commerce meetings,
like-minded candidates

TT  Ithink so

KB  So that was a term that was applied to

TT  Yeah
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TT

TT

Candidates who, certain members, of the combined Chamber of Commerce, would
support

Yes

And what was the general view of the combined Chamber of Commerce, was,'there
consensus that, candidates should be supported or did, each president have a particular
view

I believe that each president had a, particular view ah, personally I had my own particular
view, ah, and really it only reflected Division 7, and, in other words, let’s say if this
group, had, identified a candidate, that ah, that, I know the background that’s not gonna
be, ah friendly, to our business in Surfers, ah or I don’t want, other president to pretend
that they know what’s going on, which Division 7 so I think, it’s more of ah, attendance
in dah, the meetings, to ensure that, nobody encroaches on Surfers Paradise and without,
our Chamber, ah, ah being involved

So there was general consensus is it fair to say that that like-minded candidates should be
supported

I'think, ahh, general consensus, within their own Divisions, ah so, well let me go back to
that meeting the-the essence at the end of the meeting, when I ask about Division 7, what
candidate did they have in mind, knowing already the four that dominated, ah, and ah
really, they didn’t identify which one of the four, and the wording was that, in that case
we let the cards for’ ah fall where it may, within Division 7, and once, that decision that
was taken that-that view was taking, then, our Chamber point of view is right, ah, yeh let
them run and-and I’ve never attend another meeting, after that meeting

Were there any minutes or other records kept of what was discussed, during, those
combined meetings

I think ah this matter wasn’t, wasn’t crystallise, to be on the agenda ah, I-I think it was
Just a general discussion and-and dissatisfaction, it’s not like a ah, an issue where ah the-
the traffic problem ah, in Surfers Paradise or, should we have a cruise ship terminal, or
ahm, or, a other issue that’s so specific that, we, would put it on the table I don’t believe
that ah it was (ui) agenda going, right, like-manded candidates, on the agenda, that’s how
we gonna budget for it or, or manoeuvre it I, I don’t believe that was on the agenda

Can you tell who ran in Division 7

Yeah ahn would be ah ah, at the time Max CHRISTMAS ah, Sue DOUGLAS, Jim
MCcINALLY, and, one other, don’t recall her name
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KB  Did Councillor POWER or any other, councillors or candidates attend the .combined
Chamber of Commerce meetings at all, when like-minded candidates, was discussed

TT =~ No

KB  So you referred, to a meeting that took place at the Gold Coast, Brew Pub

TT  Yes

KB  And, you have, stated that it may have been in November 2003, in any event it was before
the elections held in March 2004

TT  Yes

KB  Can you tell me the [sighs] names of the people, who were in attendance during that
meeting

TT Okay I, I, I can’t recall all, but ah the ones that, I can recall would be ah Brian ROWE,
John LANGE, ah I think Ian SOLOMON, may have been there, Bob JANSSEN, myself,
ahh, of course ah David POWER - could be a couple of others that ah, that are not,
boisterous only can remember the loud ones (ui)

KB  Whose idea was it to hold that, particular meeting

TT I don’t recall that

KB  What was the purpose of the meeting

TT  The purpose of the meeting for me is ah to give us an update, ah of — of this, idea of the,
the ah, the like-minded candidates ah, to see whether it’s got momentum

KB  Who-who was giving you that idea but because bear in mind that was discussed at the
combined Chamber, of Commerce meeting

TT Hmm hmm

KB So

TT  I’d (ui) if I have to, I-I don’t recall exactly but if I have to go, well by a weighting of it
whose, who, were pushin’ more I would say ahmm ahh Coomera John LANGE would’ve
because ahm, h-he, the, they’re, they had more to ahm [tuts], more to push for because
they’re more satisfied with the current councillor

KB  Soin all probability
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TT [Over talking] But (ui) they were more motivated then, some of the others

KB In all, why were they more motivated do you know

TT  Well because they’re dissatisfied with Peter YOUNG, for whatever reason

KB  So in all probability it could’ve been, John LANGE that, organised that particular
meeting

TT Probably

KB Do you know, the circumstances, how David POWER got involved, in that meeting

TT Ahn, 1 would say John would ‘ve ah invited him

KB  John LANGE

TT Yes

KB  Now, John LANGE was connected with a candidate Brian ROWE are you aware of that
at all

TT Yes

KB  Brian ROWE was also at the meeting you said

TT I think so but, you know — I’d, because his name’s been brought up ah a few times so,
just, recalling that he was but, you know if you say, no actually he wasn’t I wouldn’t be
surprised either

KB  Alright, so do you know why David POWER was there after all that, what you’ve said

[Coughing]

TT  Whether or not ahhh — whether or not — he could get, more support, more funding
perhaps, I mean it, I can’t see any other reason, ah you know if, if there’s, otherwise
there’s no, there’s no point, telling everyone about, your, your game plan, ah if they’re
not, wanting something in return but that is support whether it’s in kind or in ah, in ah
funding, that’s, my view of it

KB  Did, Councillor David POWER during that meeting, make reference to, funding like-
minded candidates, for the election
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TT  Funding issue was, raised, ah, but who raised it, I don’t recall

KB  Can you recall what, Councillor David POWER spoke about during that meeting

TT  Only in general terms, that ah, that ahm, the momentum’s built and that ah, there are,
like-minded candidates ‘ve been running and that there’ll be ah, ah, ah-ah-a f a pool of
funds, that will ah help, ahm — help all these candidates

KB  Like-minded candidates

TT  (Ui)

KB  That’s a term he used

TT  Hell, that’s a hard one you know I don’t know if I picked it up on the Bulletin or him or
whether it’s current, but ahm, I’d, I — it were, let me put this way, the, the term wasn’t
used was the ticket, or group they were not used so, was it ahh did they use that to, to
paint the picture, I think so

KB  Were there any records or minutes kept of that particular meeting

TT  No [music in background] — can I just turn that off I, forgot

KB  Sure..so going back to this meeting, that was held in the Gold Coast, Brew Pub, if I can
Just direct your attention to, funding which we’ve touched upon briefly

TT  Huh huh

KB  What’s your recollection about funding, at that meeting the discussion about funding

TT  The-the main source of funding ah, is really from ahm, the top end of town what I mean
by top end of town, is large business owner, ah and, ah developers, they’re the one with
the money, you wouldn’t go ‘n door knock ah, ah, a photocopy shop or ah, a butcher

KB  Canyourecall, what David POWER said in relation, to obtaining funding from the top of
town did he speak about that

TT I'm not sure if he, he, direct that or whether, somebody else, ah but, I was advised that
ahh, ah — the funding available will be sizeable, and it’s building up, so but whether ah, it
came from David or, one of the other presidents I don’t know

KB  Were any specific developers mentioned that may be able to contribute to this, funding of
like-minded candidates
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TT I don’t I don’t recall that all-all I could say is that ah, ah — I just, presume, the large
developers that I know, ah will be targeted, but, whether the name was ah, was
highlighted, ah at that meeting, I don’t recall that

KB  Who were some of those developers that, you knew that, may have been targeted

TT  [Over talking] (Ui) the SUNLAND ah RAY GROUP, RAPTIS, ahm, so

KB  Were they mentioned at the meeting

TT  Idon’t]don’tre’ because, it’s, it’s no need to, for me there’s no need to discuss because
I, | know whose gonna be, targeted you know ‘n be, you know just have to, look at the
local press to know whose got money (ui)

KB  So just so 'm clear on this point funding the issue of funding was discussed at this
meeting, and developers ref’ were referred to as, coming from the top end of town that
may be able to contribute to funding like-minded candidates but you can’t recall, who
specifically spoke, about the issue of funding

TT  Nolcan’t

KB  That, that’s correct correct me if I've got it, wrong

TT  Yes, you-you got it right

KB Is there anything else that you can recall at this meeting about, funding the issue of
funding

TT  Yes because ahm, because the comment was, put that, ahh Division 7 the cards for (ui)
may, ah, then, Division 7, was not gonna be part of the, or recipient, to any of that
funding — ah well because I'm looking at, there’s a pie being, you know we gonna get a
cut of it, and, but at the time I didn’t want to d’ really direct, any funding to any
individual, candidate at-at the time

KB  You-self personally

'TT  Personally yeah

KB  Ah as in your donation is that what you’re referring to

TT  Ahm, whether it’s my donation or whether putting my hand up to say, hey listen we
should really, look into this friendly candidate from Division 7 and you should ah
earmark some money for him, so I’'m saying that, we’d, we didn’t, it didn’t result from
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" that — so because we’re not gonna be part of getting any the money ah we meaning,

Division 7, ah really is like, well do what you like

KB  Alright so going back to Councillor David POWER you stated before he, provided some
kind of presentation at that meeting

TT Just a verbal

KB A verbal presentation

TT Yes, vision ah, of ah, city vision of other candidates (ui) current problem ahh whose, who
has been (ui) candidates perhaps

KB  Hmm hmm

TT  That sorta thing

KB  Did he nominate, who would fall, into the category of like-minded candidates

TT He may have I'm I don’t I don’t recall that, I would say, yeah I’d, I’d say so but whether
the, all those candidates are identified at the time, already ah, maybe only, part, not, not
full

KB  Can you recall, whom some of those candidates were, that were mentioned

TT No (ui) because I’d, mainly, er-er no, no longer of interest to me

KB  How long did this meeting last for

TT  Ahh an hour plus

KB  And what was resolved, at the end of that meeting what was the outcome of that meeting

TT Ahm resolve I think ahh, that, they’ll continue, with the ah, with raising the funding to, to
incorporate these, candidates ah, and for my mind ah, resolved that ah Surfers Paradise
stay out of it, because Division 7 is, they’re not interested, (ui) good

KB  So, the candidates in Division 7 weren’t interested in, running

TT  No I’d the-the, candidates running at the time on, in, in Division 7, they were not
interested to thinking that ah they could, be part of it

KB  Park of the like-minded candidates
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TT Yes

KB  So they wanted to, maintain their independence

TT [Over talking] Not — yeah and, and I didn’t really, try to coerce anyone there because,
they’re, there was no — there was no poor candidates let’s say for instance if there was a,
poor candidate ah, like the previous election, and ah, with, dubious background and looks
like he’s gonna get up, well then you, then you’re a bit more motivated to, ah ensure that
somebody else has a good chance

KB  And by the end of this meeting Councillor, David POWER was in full a, agreeance with
supporting like-minded candidates and, to ah try to, obtain funding from the top end of
town, from developers

TT Whether he himself directly or, or ah his supporters, I think that’s, that’s (ui) ahead

KB  But he was agreeable to that idea that plan

TT I think so

KB  In your opinion

TT Yes

KB . Did anything else arise from that meeting, that you think may be of relevance ..

TT  No I don’t recall anything else

KB  When the issue of funding was discussed, was there any mention of how this funding,
would be collected or where it would be

TT  Not at the meeting

KB  Who would administer it or

TT  Not at that meeting

KB  Youknow a person by the name of Lionel BARDEN at all

TT  Yes he was, at one time he’s former president of Robina’s Chamber of Commerce, so
met Lionel through, the combined Chamber over the period

KB  Was he present at that meeting you’re referring to
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TT No

KB  Was his name mentioned at all as a possible person, whose name could be, put behind
the, fund after it, the funds were or donations were collected, from various people

TT  Possible but, Idon’tre’ I, Idon’t, I don’t care by that time so I didn’t really take any note

KB  The point I'm trying to make I guess, was it possible that, the Lionel BARDEN, trust
fund was identified at that stage

TT  Mmm —possible but I-I-I don’t, I don’t re’, because I-I’ve switched off by then so, I don’t
know

KB  Or-I’s, I should say the Lionel BARDEN er another term used to describe it was the
Lionel BARDEN Common Sense, fund at all

TT I haven’t heard that term

KB  Youhaven’t heard

TT No — I think, I think, that mighta been crystallised after-er subsequent meetings to that

KB  Butin any event, Lionel BARDEN was not present at that meeting

TT No

KB  Which David POWER and a number of other people who you’ve mentioned attended

TT Correct

KB  Is there any, reference made, to, calling the, fund if you like after donations were
received, POWER and ROBBINS Election Gold Coast City Council Election Campaign
Fund

TT [Over talking] (Ui) not at, not at that meeting absolutely not

KB  So the name of the, trust or, or the fund, wasn’t, discussed at that meeting

TT  NoIdon’trecallit

KB  What about HICKEY LAWYERS do you know HICKEY LAWYERS at all on the Coast
here

TT  Yeah they do work for us
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553
554 KB Do you know Tony HICKEY the principal
555
556 TT  Not very well but yes I do
557
558 KB  Did he have any involvement in that meeting
559
560 TT No
561
562 KB  Was, his firm discussed at all as
563
564 TT No
565
566 KB  The person to administer the
567
568 TT No
569
570 KB  The fund
571
572 TT  Not at that meeting
573
574 KB  What about in relation to yourself — re your involvement with, any person, during the
575 Gold Coast City Council election campaign leading up to March 2004 did you, have any
576 in-involvement supporting any, particular candidate ‘
577
578 TT [Over talking] Yeah I -1 supported ah Max CHRISTMAS, ah, ah basically ah, out of the
579 four, he was the first one to ask me to support — so, fine
580
581 KB  Did you support any other person
582
583 TT  Noldidn’t, you can’t, you can’t ah, you’re either in or you’re out you know
584
585 KB  How did you support Max CHRISTMAS
586
587 TT Ahm — (ui) comment is ah, ah, I couldn’t be there so I had, a couple of booth workers on
588 the day — ahm, I donated, some money, not sure how much probably about three grand
589 something like that
590
5901 KB  To Max CHRISTMAS
592
593 TT  Yeah
594
595 KB  Did you have any involvement with Councillor Sue DOUGLAS at all
596
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TT No

KB  Youdidn’t support her at all

TT ... Well —no

KB  SoMax CHRISTMAS was the only, candidate that you

TT [Over talking] (Ui)

KB  Supported ‘n he in fact was the incumbent at that stage

TT [Over talking] Correct

KB  IfIcan just refer you back [sighs] to Lionel BARDEN you said previously that, you knew
him, from the, Chamber of Commerce, on the Gold Coast here, can you tell me when, it
was decided to, use his name behind the, trust fund at all to support like-minded
candidates

TT  Ican sayit’ll be after this meeting ah after that meeting because it, I-I don’t recall that it
was crystallised at all

KB  That was after the meeting, possibly November 2003

TT  [Over talking] (Ui)

KB Do you know, when after that meeting

TT  Not, no longer involved after that meeting

KB  So you didn’t have any further involvement with it

TT No zero

KB  Did you make any contributions at all to, the like-minded candidates, if I can use this
terminology trust fund

TT [Over talking] No

KB  Either Lionel BARDEN trust, trust fund

TT Nah

KB Or the ROBBINS ‘n POWER
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TT  Nah

KB  FElection tran campaign

TT  No

KB  Fund at all no — no contributions at all

TT No, no, in kind, or in, money

KB  So you cannot, say, when, Lionel BARDEN became involved with the

TT  Ican’t

KB The fund, can you tell me when HICKEY LAWYERS became involved in the
administration of the fund at all

TT  No my knowledge, n’ — Ken my knowledge basically ceased after that meeting

KB  Inessence—1Iknow you’ve touched upon this before but — did you generally support that
idea — of like-minded candidates, and I know you’ve referred to Division 7 but

TT [Over talking] Yeah — yeah, yeah ah — the idea of ah having a, a caucus, in council ah —is
better than what we have, currently errr — cause in my opinion, looking at, er the way
-council’s run I mean I-I understood that people vote, not on logic but on who they like or
dislike, so it’s on the issue — ah it doesn’t really, ahh serve ahh our city, that well, ahm
having a caucus, at least you know where you stand, and ah, and do I support, that idea
yeah I, I, Iss’, I still do actually would, would-would I support the idea of a political party
or (ui) for council I would

KB  Were you unhappy with the performance of | any specific candidates at all — or any
particular councillors

TT  It’sjust,it’s just an overall disappointment when you when you read of ah the carrying on
that happens in council that is the way they, yell and abuse each other ‘n how they, throw
(ui) paperwork over each other ‘n, ‘n how, they call each others name, you know, to me
‘n, indirectly, so it’s the undermining that’s ah, and the unprofessional, I think that’s,
that’s what ah, started it all “

KB  And were you involved in any way with the, collection of any funds, after that meeting, to
assist any like-minded candidate, (ui) candidates

TT  No
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KB  Sure on that

TT  Hundred percent — the only funding I did was for Max

KB  What about —negative campaigns are you aware of the, the term (ui) when someone runs
a negative campaign

TT  Iknow exactly, I, they, they sent a leaflet that, was, printed out, to, be handed .Ol.lt to,
undermine Peter YOUNG — ah where Brian ROWE was, running I think it’s Division 2
I’'m not exactly, that-that came out I think ahhh you need to talk to Bob JANSSEN on that
one, ahh president of Nerang

KB  Soit’s fair to say there was a negative campaign mounded against, Peter YOUNG

TT  [Over talking] (Ui) they do it a little different out in the west, you know

KB  Yeah —right

TT  Yes, the answer’s yes to your question

KB  Any other negative campaigns that were run

TT  There probably were but, I didn’t pay, that much attention to, to them I mean between the
two mayoralty they, they blast each other I mean that’s politics and ah, but the one that
stood out was, being in writing and handing it out but, that’s ah, pushing the line quite a
bit

KB Do you know a person by the name of Chris MORGAN — from QUADRANT at all

TT  No

KB  Have you had any dealings with QUADRANT, do you know who they are

TT  No

KB  Advertising marketing firm at Robina, ‘kay

TT I, never used them

KB  So in summary — your view — of this meeting held at, the Gold Coast, Brew Pub

TT Hmm hmm
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KB In November maybe 2003 — you think that’s, where, the concept of li}ce-mmded
candidates, was not necessarily, born but, was started to be, become crystallised at that

TT I agree with that

KB  Yeah is that, a fair way to describe it

TT  Yeah

KB  Because you said previously, the concept, really came up in previous combined Chamber
meetings

TT Mmm

KB  But, after that specific meeting

TT  Ithink, I think that’s the turning point

KB  That was the turning point

TT  That’s, that’s when it gets serious I think

KB  Yeah - and from then on, you didn’t have anything to do with it you said

TT No because ahm, no

KB s there anything else that you wish to say about ah any matter, that, maybe relevant to
what I've, discussed here with you today or any other relevant matter

TT  W’ahhh — not really I just, personal opinion that’s all I’ll keep it to myself

KB  Lucinda

LO  No thanks

KB  Well thank you for your time, ah

TT [Over talking] (Ui)

KB  Mr TATE today, do you agree that, what you’ve told me during this interview is true and
correct to the best of your knowledge and belief

TT  Nine hundred percent
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773 KB  And are you satisfied with the way this interview has been conducted

774

775 TT  Yes verynice

776

777 KB  That being the case the time now is 1:11 pm on the afternoon of, Wednesday the Second
778 day of November 2005 this interview is concluded

779

780 [TAPE ENDS]
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