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TAPE 1 OF 1 - RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN DETECTIVE INSPECTOR

KEN BEMI OF THE CRIME AND MISCONDUCT COMMISSION AND WARREN CHI-

WANG CHEUNG. HELD AT MILSONS POINT, SYDNEY ON SATURDAY 5 NOVEMBER

2005.

LEGAL OFFICER: THERESA HAMILTON

RE: OPERATION GRAND

KB = Detective Inspector Ken Bemi (CMC)
WC = Warren Chi-Wang Cheung

KB  Right the time now is 12:20 - sorry the time now is 1:22 pm Sydney time on Saturday
afternoon the 5™ day of November 2005. I'm present at a coffee shop at Milsons Point,
Sydney and I'm about to interview a Mr Warren Cheung in relation to a current inquiry of
the Crime and Misconduct Commission in Brisbane is undertaking in relation to the Gold
Coast City Council elections held in March 2004 and other matters identified in the terms
of reference. For the purposes of voice identification I'll ask every person present here
starting with myself to state their full and correct name. My full name is Kenneth
William Bemi. Iam a Detective Inspector of Police currently performing duties at the
Crime and Misconduct Commission in Brisbane. You full name thanks.

WC My name is Warren Cheung.

KB  And can you just spell your name please?

WC  Ahhmyname is Warren Cheung and my name ahh W-A-R-R-E-N. My surname is C-H-
E-U-N-G. Thank you.

KB  Thanks for your time Mr Cheung here this afternoon. Do you understand what I wish to
talk to you about here this afternoon?

WC  Ahh yesIdo yes.

KB  Thank you. What I intend to do is conduct an audio recorded interview with you and by
that I mean whatever you say or I say will be recorded as we speak. Do you understand
that?

WC  Yep

KB Do you require any other person to be present here with you during this interview?
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WC  Ahhno

KB  Can you please state your current address?

WC  Okay. My current address is 42/110 Alfred Street, Milsons Point ahh Sydney ahh New
South Wales 2061.

KB  Thank you. Should be able to pick it up if we leave it there.

WC  Ohh okay.

KB  Yeah if you speak in to it that's fine and can you please state your date of birth?

WC  Ahh 29" December 1950 is my day of birth.

KB  And your current occupation?

WC  Ahh I'm semi retire. I'm a director of Palm Meadow Golf Course.

KB  That's Palm Meadows Golf Course on the Gold Coast.

WC  Yes on the Gold Coast.

KB  How long have you been the director of that organisation?

WC  Ahh I think this somewhere between 97, 90 ahh I can't recall the 100%. That is about
time.

KB  And what is your role as director incorporate?

WC  Ahh no actually you know that ahh organisation used to belong to our [ui] owner in Hong
Kong he's more or less give it to us to ahh to overall you know have a look on the
operation of the business that's all yeah. And then I work ahh for umm Palm Meadow as
the general manager as well ahh in between 1999 and 2001 and after that I resigned as
ahh from the post as the general manager. I'm still [ui] as a board of director mmm.

KB  Right so at the moment you are a director of Palm Meadows?

WC  Mmm yes right.

KB  Have you any association with the company called Ninaford Pty Ltd?

WC  Abh no as far as I know Ninaford umm is a company that belonged to [ui] ahh the
personal ahh name under her personal name ahh [ui]. Ihave no [ui] on that company.
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KB  Who’s your boss? Who’s...

WC  Ahh ahh Mrs Ho

KB = MrsHo

WC  Yeah yeah mm mm

KB Do you know her first name at all?

WC  Ahh Angela mmm

KB  Alright and she’s the director of ...

WC  No she’s the owner.

KB  ...Ninaford or the owner?

WC 1 think she’s the owner yeah yeah.

KB  That’s Ninaford Pty Ltd

WC  Yeah yeah

KB  What does Ninaford do?

WC - Ninaford is company that only purchased the umm all the shops ahh in Broadbeach now
that which we are doing the development. She’s [ui] she own all the shops and [ui]
property investment just ahh ran it out to tender for the last couple of years because the
lease [ui] expired with the tenant in 2003 and then because the shops also pretty run down
and then the owner decided to, to ahh do the development,

KB  So Ninaford just simply has bought all the shops?

WC  It’s two company it’s Ninaford and Framwelgate.

KB  Right

WC It also belonged to the same owner.

KB Right

WC  But because they bought it at the same — different, different name...
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KB Yep

WC  And...

KB  So are they the same company Ninaford and F ramwelgate?

WC  Same, same owner yeah same owner okay.

KB  But they’re the same but they’ve got different names?

WC  Yes right yep.

KB  And they’re owned by the same person is that right?

WC  Yesright yes.

KB  And the owner of Framwelgate and Ninaford is — who’s that?

WC  Ahh Mrs, Mrs Ho she’s yeah is the owner.

KB  Okay

WC  Is the owner of the property. And I think ahh my wife she’s ahh the director of, of the
Framwelgate and Ninaford is because according to the umm I don’t know this according
to the ahh the practice ahh to have a company overseas you need a local resident as a
director. So that’s why my wife is a director for the company.

KB Is Palm Meadows associated with Ninaford or Framwelgate at all?

WC  Ahh not associated with but is the same owner.

KB  Same owner.

WC  Same owner but not associated with.

KB  That’s Mrs Ho again?

WC  Yeah Mrs Ho and Mr Ho yeah.

KB  Right. So Ninaford Pty Ltd that’s like an investment company is it? Does it buy like
property?

WC  Can you say that again?
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163

164 KB  Ninaford Pty Ltd...

165

166 WC Mmm

167

168 KB  ...whatkind of business is it? Does it buy property does it or?
169

170 'WC  No just ahh buying of property and [ui] a company ahh Ninaford...
171

172 KB Right

173

174 WC ...owned the shop that’s all.

175

176 KB  Right okay. What about Framwelgate what does that do?

177

178 WC  Framwelgate is the same.

79
QO KB  So it buys property and forms a company?

181
182 WC  Yeah mmm Framwelgate I think Framwelgate is, is ahh is overseas company but it also
183 have ahh subsidiaries in here used to Framwelgate as a subsidiary and then owned ahh
184 number of shops in ahh Broadbeach so this the whole way from I think altogether they
185 have something like 20 shops are owned by Ninaford and Framwelgate...
186
187 KB  Right
188
189 'WC ...which is the same owner of Palm Meadow...
190
191 KB - Alright
192
193 WC .. butit has ahh no association with Palm Meadow.
194
5 KB Palm Meadows
6
197 WC Yeah
198
199 KB  So Ninaford is one company Framwelgate’s another company...
200
201  WC Yeah
202
203 KB  ...Palm Meadows is another company but they all come under the ownership of the one
204 owner Mrs Hoe.
205
206 WC Yeah but this ahh not connected.
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KB  They’re separate.
~WC  They are separate.

KB  Right thank you. Now as I said earlier on the ahh the Crime and Misconduct
Commission in Brisbane is currently investigating the circumstances surrounding the
Gold Coast City Council elections held in March 2004,

WC  Mmmm

KB  Which was laét year.

WC  Mmm

KB Did you have any involvement in those elections at all?

WC  NoIdon’t have no.

KB  Did you support any candidate in those elections?

WC  No I [ui] none of them.

KB  Did you know any of the candidates that were running?

WC Nono

KB  Did you ever have a conversation with a person by the name of Tony Hickey at all?

WC  Ohh Tony Hickey is our lawyer.

KB  That’s Palm Meadow’s lawyer?

WC  Ahh well yes Palm Meadow’s lawyer. He has been ahh his lawyer ahh law firm has been
working ahh almost legal ahh advisor for Palm Meadow any, anything we do with us in
and he is also in ahh in [ui] and the project for us in the Wave [ui] that’s it mmm.

KB  [ui] Okay

WC  And he’s part of the consulting team [ui] doing the project together.

KB  So he is your lawyer for Palm Meadows. That’s the person you use Tony Hickey as a
lawyer.
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WC  Yep yep

KB  Okay. Now did you have any conversation with Tony Hickey in relation to the elections
held in March 2004 on the Gold Coast?

WC  Ahh no as far I can tell — as far as I can tell you I can recall [ui] [loud noise in
background distorting dialogue] sometimes in umm last year. Probablyin July or or
June or July or August I can’t remember. I can’t remember but he has asked us whether
we would like to ahh donate contribute or some sort of donation ahh for some campaign
that’s all and then I, I, I approve it as okay well since we are running, running this project
we are quite profitable so $10,000 is okay and then since he has been {ui] trustworthy
person and very reliable and very efficient and then he has request me I say okay I
approve it and then we just make our cheque.

KB  So did he contact you or did you contact him first to make that donation?

WC  Ohh he contact me first mm

KB  Okayand...

WC  ...as onthe telephone he asked me ahh how did he speak to me I can’t remember. Idon’t
think it’s over the telephone probably ahh during our, our meetings because as I said we
£0 —I go to Gold Coast with my wife ahh every month for meeting, attending meeting in
Palm Meadow as well as our project. So probably in one of the occasion dinner time he
has mentioned it to us and then we say yeah okay.

KB  But initially it was over the telephone was it or?

WC  Ican’t—no—1I can’t remember to be honest.

KB Do you know when that was he asked you to make that donation?

WC  Umm no exactly probably I think between June or July because 1, I check out when we
make out the cheque.

KB  That’s last year?

WC  Last year in August yeah.

KB  Right. So did he say why he was asking you for that donation at all?

WC  No hejust asked us whether we would be generous to, to donate some campaign donation
campaign that’s all.
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KB  Did he say what the campaign was?

WC  Election

KB  An election campaign. Did he say who it was for?

WC No

KB  And how much did you donate?

WC  Ahh §$10,000.00 and then plus $1,000 GST because ahh L, I have ahh asked him that you
know whatever money was [ui] ahh money proper invoice that’s all. And [ui] invoice
[ui] to keep my book for the tax and for the business.

KB So heissued you with a tax invoice after you made that donation to him?

WC  Yeah yeah yeah

KB  And you needed that for taxation purposes.

WC  That for keeping the book.

KB  So when you made the donation how did you make it?

WC  Ahh a cheque. My wife wrote a cheque. I can’t exactly recall [ui] you have to ask my,
wife because she is the one writing the cheque.

KB  Who is the cheque drawn on? What company?

WC  Ican’t remember. Ihave to find it. I got my [ui] find it out but I can’t tell you that now.

KB Do you know if it was Palm Meadow or was it Framwelgate or?

WC  From mmm I think from Framwelgate or Ninaford but not from Palm Meadow.

KB  But not from Palm Meadow.

WC  It’s nothing to do with Palm Meadow yeah.

KB  Right. Sohow did Mr Hickey that’s Tony Hickey you had this conversation with yeah?

WC  Ahhyes

KB  He’s the principal there of Hickey Lawyers. He’s the boss.
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WC  Yesyep

KB  So how did he know that you were associated with Ninaford and Framwelgate?

WC  TIhave no association with Ninaford and Framwelgate. Ahh he [ui] notice umm Mr [ui]
of Palm Meadow as well as the ahh the ahh the shop owner of ahh Framwelgate and
Ninaford in there so we just come up with ahh this project because ahh as I mentioned to
you earlier the biggest [ui] in the [ui] end ahh 2003...

KB  Yeah

WC  ...and then we decide to go ahead to ahh do the re-development so we just asked Tony to
be act for us as a part of the consulting [ui]

KB  Alright. Now what development was Ninaford or Framwelgate involved with down the
Coast?

WC  Just that one.

KB  Which was — what was that called?

WC  The Wave

KB  The Wave. I might get you to speak up there a bit.

WC  Yeah The Wave mmm mm mm

KB  The Wave alright now whereabouts was The Wave project?

WC  In the the ahh Centre Broadbeach just opposite the [ui] Casino.

KB  Alright. And what companies were involved in that development?

WC  Ninaford and Framwelgate.

KB  Both companies. Like Palm Meadows was ohh right?

WC Mmmm

KB  So basically this conversation that Mr Tony Hickey had with you he just asked you to
make a donation for some election campaign fund?

WC  Yeah yeah
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KB  But he didn’t say who it was for?

WC  No

KB  What it was for?

WC No

KB  Where it was going to?

WC No

KB  Did he say what was going to happen to your donation?

WC  Ahhno

KB And after you made the donation you asked your wife to make it is that right?

WC  Ahh yes

KB  So who wrote out the cheque?

WC My wife she’s the one ahh ahh ahh in she’s the one who’s authorised to raise the cheque
[ui] myself but usually I don’t write the cheque. Normally my wife keep the book ahh’
keep the cheque book yes.

KB  So on this occasion your wife would have written out the cheque?

WC  Yeah or the cheque has been written out [ui] any chance for [ui] expenses is written by
Joyce by my wife.

KB  Soyouwould have had a conversation with your wife. Asked her to write a cheque out?

WC  Yeah well actually we, we more or less we got [ui]

KB  Can you recall who the cheque was made payable to?

WC  Can’trememberno. Maybe, may ahh I can’t properly under that company name that ahh
whoever got to be the name of the company because if he isn’t produced me with an
invoice we don’t [ui] write a cheque.

KB  What financial institution was that umm cheque ahh drawn on? Where was your cheque
account?
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WC

KB

wC

KB

Ahh [ui] ahh should be should be NAB.
NAB National Australia Bank

Yeah. I'm not sure [ui] with Joyce.

Apart from Mr Hickey did any other person request a financial donation from you for the
election campaign?

[loud background distorting dialogue]

WC  no audible response

KB  So Mr Hickey was the only person?

WC  Mmm

KB  Did you ever speak with any councillors on the Gold Coast at all about making a
donation?

WC  [ui] [ui] I only have meetings with Tony Hickey regarding all the project like I'm meeting
with my architects my consultants my project manager and [ui] builder and that’s all. I
know [ui] I know nothing of of this people here [ui] council.

KB  Did youhave any meeting with any candidates at all running in the March 2004 election?

WC  Idon’t even know who is the candidate (laughing). Not even in Sydney.

KB  So the only person you had dealings with is Mr Tony Hickey?

WC  Yeah that’s right yeah.

KB  Right. Do you know a person by the name of Chris Morgan from Quadrant on the Gold
Coast?

WC  no audible response

KB Do you know a person by the name of Lionel Barden on the Gold Coast?

WC No

KB  You never met him?
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WC  Never

KB  And you said before you only go up to the Gold Coast a few days every month?

WC 3 -4 days yeah.

KB  You live down here in Sydney?

WC  Yeah yeah

KB  So were you up on the Gold Coast when Mr Hickey made that telephone call to you and
asking you for a donation or were you...

WC  No I think ahh probably during dinner time you know.

KB  When you were up on the Gold Coast?

WC  Yeah on the Gold Coast yes.

KB So you think he made the phone call first to you. He spoke to you and then he met you
somewhere to discuss it further or just spoke to you over the phone?

WC  Ohh I think he spoke to me over the dinner time.

KB  Over the phone or having dinner?

WC  Having dinner yeah yeah.

KB  Alright but did he make a phone call to you first?

WC  Can’t remember can’t remember no.

KB  Can’t remember. Do you know where...

WC  But we have a—we do have regular ahh phone ahh contact because related to the project.
He have to report to us how everything is going on.

KB  Can you recall where you had dinner with him?

WC  Can’t exactly normally ahh ahh ahh few restaurant he will go probably ahh ahh Omans
Brothers.

KB  Oman’s Brothers?
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WC  Oman’s Brothers.

KB  Where’s that?

WC  In ahh Mirage Sheraton. Umm I don’t know to be quite honest (laughing) we try every
different food.

KB  Who else was present at that dinner?

WC I think my wife — normally we go together mmm.

KB  Was anyone present with Mr Hickey at all?

WC  No only 3 of us.

KB  Only the 3 of you.

WC Mmm

KB  Did you make any diary entry or any written records or any other records in relation to
your meeting with Mr Hickey?

WC No

KB  IfI can show you a receipt...

WC  Mm mm

KB  ...for atax invoice...

WC Mmmm

KB  It’s a tax invoice issued by Quadrant.

WC  Yep

KB Do you know who Quadrant are at all?

WC  No Idon’t know but I remember I remember pretty well that we receive a invoice ahh for
Quadrant and then we write a cheque for for this donation mmm

KB  And on this invoice it’s got the client Ninaford Pty Ltd, Framwelgate Pty Ltd care of
Hickey Lawyers.
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559 WC Yep

560

561 KB  So Hickey Lawyers they look after the legal interests of Ninaford and Framwelgate do
562 they Tony Hickey Lawyers? ‘

563

564 WC  Well because ahh this is the ahh Wave project is under this two company name and he is
565 doing the conveyancing and everything for us mmm

566 '

567 KB  Okay. So who is this invoice issued to? Did you receive it?

568 :

569 WC  Ahh to us to umm to Ninaford. I think it’s to Ninaford. ..

570

571 KB Yep

572

573 'WC Framwelgate yeah.

574

575 KB Yep

6
97 WC  [ui] The Wave project I can’t remember.

578
579 KB  So can you recall receiving this invoice at all?
580
581  WC  Yes wedid. If we don’t have this invoice we won’t write our cheque.
582
583 KB  So he posted it to you did he?
584
585 WC Ahhyes.
586
587 KB  Can you recall when you would have received this invoice at all?
588
589 WC  AhhIthink you know ahh if I look at the record of we have ahh make out the cheque in
590 August I will reckon that you know this invoice will be receipted probably a week or two
591 weeks before. Normally we would pay, pay [ui]
2
93 KB  So there’s a date of this invoice the 4™ of the 8% 2004.
594
595  WC - SoIthink it would be maybe umm the last week of July probably ...
596
597 KB  You would have written a cheque out?
598
599 WC Yeah mm mm once we receive ahh invoice or [ui] from our supplier or our our
600 consultants and then we would write a cheque. As long as we got funds in our account.
601
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KB

WwC

Did Mr Hickey have any conversation with you in relation to any trust accounts or
election funds that were set up?

I know nothing about it.

[loud background conversation not related to interview — distorting dialogue]

KB

WwC

KB

wC

KB

WwC

KB

WwC

KB

wC

wC

So that’s the only financial ahh contribution you made.
Yeah

And that was the sum of $11,000.00.

Mm mm

[pause] Just bear with me.

Yep

Do you know a person by the name of Brian Ray?

No

You never met Brian Ray?

No I only know that ahh on the the newspaper that he was ahh accidentally killed by a
aircraft.

Now are you aware of any legal action that was going on between Ninaford and
Framwelgate and the Gold Coast City Council?

Yes we do because umm they have put umm request $1.5m of infrastructure which we
think is pretty unfair you know to have such a big sum of contribution and then ahh we
have ahh employed Hickey Lawyers to have ahh court case with them try to dispute or
appeal ahh in the High Court try to bring our contribution down mmm.




If1 can just direct you back to the conversation with Mr Tony Hickey when he asked you
for a donation did he suggest an amount or did you suggest an amount?

~

Ohh he suggest amount.
‘What amount was that did he suggest?

$10,000.00

$10,000.00 and did he mention it was for any outstanding fees for a company at all like
Quadrant?

WC No

KB He didn’t?
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733 WC No

734

735 KB  All he said was it was for?

736

737 WC  Donation yeah

738

739 KB A donation for, for what?

740

741  WC  For election campaign.

742

743 KB  That’s all he said?

744

745  WC  Yeah and then what for my [ui] request I want invoice because I want to keep [ want to
746 record it yeah mm mm

747

748 KB  And he agreed to give you the invoice?
749

’0 WC  Yes
1

752 KB  Haveyouhad any involvement with any person from Chamber of Commerce on the Gold

753 Coast at all in relation to any donations?
754
755  WC  Tknow nothing of that no. We don’t involve politics. We don’t involve anything we just
756 concentrate doing business — property development business.
757
758 KB So as far as you are concerned the legal action between Framwelgate, Ninaford and the
759 Gold Coast City Council has been finalised?
760
761  WC Ithink so yeah mm mm
762 '
763 KB  Butinany event Hickey Lawyers, Mr Tony Hickey was acting on behalf of Framwelgate
764 and Ninaford...
765
6 WC Yesyes
67
768 KB  ...in that particular case.
769
770 WC  Yeah
771
772 [background noise of third party conversations — not relevant to interview]
773
774 KB  You didn’t make any other donations at all apart from that $10,000.00. It was actually
775 $11,000.00 wasn’t it?
776
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WC  Yeah

KB  TheGST

WC  The GST yeah

KB  Is there anything further that you’d like to say?

WC No

KB  Ithank you again for your time. Is what you’ve told me here today true and correct to the
best of your knowledge and belief?

WC  Mmmm

KB  And you’ve participated in this interview of your own free will?

WC  Yep

KB  Thetime now — this is Sydney time - is 1:49 pm on the afternoon of Saturday the 5™ day
of November 2005. This interview is now concluded.

INTERVIEW ENDS

KB  The time now is 2:29 pm on the afternoon of Saturday the 5™ day of November 2005.
This is a further interview conducted with Mr Warren Cheung here at Kirribilli in New
South Wales. For the purposes of voice identification can Just get you to state your full
and correct name again Mr Cheung.

WC  Okay ahh my name is Warren Cheung Chi Wang.

KB  Thank you and my full name is Kenneth William Bemi, Detective Inspector with the
Crime and Misconduct Commission in Brisbane. Thanks again for your time.

WC  [ui]

KB  Just a couple of matters that I'd like to clarify with you. In relation — in relation to the
conversation you had with Mr Tony Hickey of Hickey Lawyers when he asked you would
you be prepared to make a financial donation to an election campaign did he mention
anything in relation to the Gold Coast City Council?

WC  Ican’t remember [ui] I can’t recall that but I think it’s only election campaign that’s all.
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KB  Can you recall if he stated to you that the Gold Coast City Council they’re doing a good
job and it — words to the effect it would be good to make a donation to them?

WC  Can’t remember that [ui]

KB  Justin relation to this invoice that I showed you before. ..

WC  Mm mm

KB  ...it was a Quadrant tax invoice...

WC  Yep

KB  ...andit’s made out to Ninaford Pty Ltd and Framwelgate Pty Ltd. ..

WC  Mm mm

KB  ...andit’s got a description of what services were provided.

WC Mmmm

KB It’s got consultanéy fees.

WC  Mmmm

KB  Andit’s got the amount of $10,000.00.

WC  Mmmm

KB Do you know what that means consultancy fees?

WC  No no mm mm. As far as I, I request from Tony Hickey I just need an invoice for ahh
taxation purpose and also for keeping my book that’s all. -

KB  Did you discuss with him what to put in relation to the receipt of $10,000.00?

WC No

KB  Did you suggest to him that he put consultancy fees down?

WC No

KB  Did he have any conversation with you that he would put consultancy fees down?
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WC  Ican’t remember.

KB  Did either Ninaford or Framwelgate provide any consultancy services to Quadrant?

WC No

KB  So you can’t really comment as to why consultancy fees appear?

WC  No no but we just want the invoice that’s all mm mm

KB  But you agree as it appears it appears that it’s made out to Ninaford Pty Ltd ...

WC Mmmm

KB ... and Framwelgate it appears going on this invoice that consultancy fees were provided
by Ninaford or Framwelgate to Quadrant?

WC Mm mm

KB Do you agree with that?

WC No

KB  Well what does that suggest to you consultancy fees?

WC 1, Icouldn’t, I couldn’t give you a answer.

KB  Right

WC  As far as Tknow that as I said you know when Tony asked for the contribution I say okay
ahh I’ll need a invoice. [ui] invoice just give me he wants to [ui]

KB  So sorry yeah umm well I guess another way to interpret is that ahh Quadrant had
provided some consultancy service to Ninaford or Framwelgate consultancy fees but
that’s not right?

WC  Noit’s only a invoice. I just want a invoice that’s all.

KB  Alright alright. So no consultancy fees were provided. Sorry no consultancy services
were provided umm by Quadrant to Ninaford or Framwelgate.

WC  No no except ] want a invoice that’s all.
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909 KB Is there anything further that you’d like to say?
910

911 WC No

912

913 KB  Alright. Thank you very much for your time.
914

915 WC [ui]

916

917 KB  The time now is 2:32 pm. This interview is now concluded.
918

919

920

921

922 TAPE ENDS
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