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COPY TAPE 1 OF 1 - RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN NORM RIX AND DETECTIVE

INSPECTOR KEN BEMI FROM THE CRIME AND MISCONDUCT COMMISSION ALSO
PRESENT GREG RIX

LEGAL OFFICER:

RE: OPERATION GRAND

NR = NORM RIX

KB = DETECTIVE INPSECTOR KEN BEMI
GR = GREGRIX

UI = UNINTELLIGIBLE

1 KB  Thetime now is 1:08 pm on the afternoon of Monday the 3™ day of October 2005. I'm
6 present in the office of Mr Norm RIX. Rix Developments at Ashmore and I intend to
conduct an electronic record of interview that will be recorded by audio tape with Mr RIX
4 in relation to a current investigation that the Crime and Misconduct Commission
5 Brisbane is undertaking pertaining to the Gold Coast City Council elections of March
6 2004. For the purpose of voice identification I’ll ask every person present here starting
7 with myselfto state their full and correct name. My full name is Kenneth William BEMI ]
8 am a Detective Inspector of Police currently performing duties at the Crime and

9 Misconduct Commission in Brisbane, your full name thanks Norm

11 NR  Norman Colin RIX, Director of ... my business
13 KB  And your name

15 GR  Gregory (ui) RIX, Director of the family business
17 KB  And your relationship to Norm

8 GR My father is ah Norman Colin RIX

20
21 KB  And Norm you’re happy to have your son present here during this interview
22
23 NR  Yes,Iam
24
25 KB  Canyou please state your current address
26
27 NR 56 Rapello Avenue, Isle of Capri
28
29 KB  Canyou spell that for me
30
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NR  IgotabitmixedupR AP ELLO Avenue

KB  And your date of birth please

NR  1%March 1935

KB  And can you explain your current role of your company here, what’s your role in the
company

NR  I’m adeveloper

KB  And in relation to the operation of the company

NR  Iwould be the Managing Director

KB  And, how long have you been operating the company for

NR  I’ve been in business since I was 25 or 26

KB  Your date of birth

NR 1 March 1935 about 45 years, I suppose

KB  So you’ve been in the development industry for a substantial number of years you also
mentioned to me earlier on that you were alderman (ui)

NR  Yes, I was

KB  How long ago was that

NR 1 think I became an alderman at *74 and 1 think that um I um (ui) in ‘83

KB  Hmm, and your company Rix Developments here it develops any specific um, ah,
structures of buildings at all is it residential, is it commercial, is it a mixture

NR  Basically it’s a mixture. We started off as housebuilders and then we’ve gone through
then to doing street shopping centres and all sorts of buildings like that and now we do ah
subdivision on land turning cow paddocks into residential blocks

KB  So suffice to say that you’re the top man of the company here

NR  Yes,Iam
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KB Do you agree that earlier on today I had a telephone conversation with you §nd you
agreed for me to call you back later on in the day and we’ve made a time to interview you
today this afternoon

NR  Yes, Ido

KB  AsIsaid earlier on the Crime and Misconduct Commission is currently investigating a
number of matters that pertain to the Gold Coast City council elections that were held on
the 27 March 2004 if I could just draw your attention to a well to the elections did you
know any of the candidates at all

NR  Yes, I1did

KB  Could you outline what candidates that you knew

NR  Well it’s going back a while now but I certainly knew Roxanne SMITH I suppose
Roxanne SCOTT, I’'m sorry, that would be the one you’re referring to are you

KB Yep

NR  Probably knew others as well

KB  Thatis the ah main person or the main candidate you had dealings with Roxanne SCOTT

NR  SCOTT, I would say so

KB  Can you tell me what dealings that you had with her

NR  She came in here and spoke to me and said that she wanted to run as a a councillor and
basically asked my advice how she’d, she’d go about it and spoke to me of her concerns
in the community, and I was quite impressed with her sincerity

KB  (overtalking)

+ NR  (overtalking) Quite a nice young lady

KB  Why, why did she approach you did you know her

NR  No,Ididn’t

KB  Never met her before

NR  Look, I don’t forget I was a previous alderman and I suppose in the community we’re
pretty well known as you would expect I was born here as I said and my children were
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born here and my grandchildren were bomn here so I suppose we’ve got a little bit of
respect of the community so I suppose she came and spoke to me because of that

KB  So when was the first time that you met Roxanne SCOTT

NR  Idon’t really recall it was probably maybe a month or two months before the election I
suppose she said that she was going to run against Dawn CRICHLOW that in itself that

impressed me because Dawn CRICHLOW in my opinion is not what Id call an astute
alderman

%

Did Roxanne SCOTT simply turn up here or did she make a phone call to you

%

I don’t recall to be honest I know she came in here one or two occasions and we spoke,
spoke for some time really

KB  So that was the first time you ever met her so when she came in here you spoke, spoke
about what in particular

NR  We spoke about the council and perhaps what I had done when I was an alderman she
told me that she’s running against Dawn CRICHLOW and um what she had in mind, I
believe, for the, for the community if she was elected, I was quite impressed with her

KB  What type of assistance was she seeking from you during that meeting

NR  Idon’treally know if she was actually seeking assistance at that time I was impressed or
maybe I said to her well I’11, I’ll assist you in some way and I’ll pay for your how to vote

cards or something like that yeah, well it seemed it wasn’t important at that time

KB Sure

NR  As you would expect, if it had’ve been important obviously I would have taken some
notes on it but you’re not to know as you would understand

KB  And you haven’t got any ah notes on that particular meeting with her

NR  No, noL I speak to a lot of people I don’t know how many people I’ve spoken to today
well, a lot of people that I do business with I don’t take notes on them

KB  Did you have any diary entries at all
NR  No, no, I haven’t no, just like I didn’t know you were coming in today

KB S0 it could have been the case that you offered to assist her financially, she didn’t, did she
request that financial assistance
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162 NR  Idon’t, I, Idon’t, I don’t know I don’t think so maybe I suggested it I don’t know, she

163 may have asked, she may have said, look, I need some assistance to which I would have
164 volunteered but I don’t quite remember that point to be honest
165
166 KB  (overtalking)
167
168 NR I, Iwas happy to assist her just the same because she seemed like a very nice young lady
169 and quite sincere I still think she is  haven’t changed my mind because her name’s been
170 in the paper and all sorts of things like that
171
172 KB  Was any amount agreed upon
173
174 NR  Yes, I said that I would give her $5,000 I didn’t say I’d give her I had to make $5,000
175 available to assist her and her campaign or how to vote cards or something like that I
176 think I said
}6 KB  How many meetings would you have had with her
179
180 NR  Oh, maybe, two, I think, maybe a couple I think she might have rung me up once or twice
181 too 1 think
182
183 KB  These meetings occurred prior to the March 2004 election
184
185 NR  Yes, they did or they might have occurred during it I'm not quite sure
186
187 KB  So you agreed to make a donation of $5,000 towards her election campaign can you tell
188 me the arrangements in relation to that donation
189
190 NR  Yes, um, Mel CHALMERS, is a friend of mine he acts for my family as you would
191 understand I didn’t want every Tom, Dick and Harry coming in here looking for funds so
192 1 rang Mel CHALMERS and said to Mel CHALMERS that I"d spoken to Roxanne
g SCOTT and um I’ve made certain funds available to her for her campaign for her how to
vote that type of thing and you should also understand that I didn’t want to get totally

195 involved in the campaign because 'm going to upset other candidates some of which
196 would be successful and some of which would be unsuccessful and by supporting a
197 particular candidate basically I'm going to upset somebody as you would understand but I
198 didn’t want to do that this is why I did it through Mel who acts for us anyhow
199
200 KB  And that $5,000 was deposited in what kind of account, do you know
201
202 NR It was deposited in Mel’s trust account
203
204 KB  And do you know who that account was with atall
205
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NR  I’'m sorry

KB  His trust account

NR  His trust, I suppose it’d be his trust account I suppose

KB Do you know when those funds were deposited into

NR  Not just off hand no, I don’t

KB  Trust account

NR  Butl, it, it would’ve been a cheque we would have written out (overtalking) but it’s not
important I don’t believe

KB  (overtalk)

NR  Because |, I, admit that I did put the $5,000 in there

KB  IfIwas to suggest to you that funds were received by Mr CHALMERS on the 7 January
2005

NR  That would probably be right I’ve got no reason to doubt that

KB  I'm just trying to put in perspective the time frame

NR  Right that’s OK went to the election in March wasn’t it

KB 27 March

NR  That’s right yes so that was (ui) what I said about two months beforehand

KB  And what were your instructions to Mr CHALMERS in relation to the distribution of that
those monies in the fund

NR  Idon’t exactly know that there would have been

KB In the trust account I should say

NR  Yeah, that’s right, I don’t know exactly what there would have but it would have been
something along the lines that I want to assist Roxanne SCOTT, she’s running against
Dawn CRICHLOW, I’'m quite impressed with her there’s, there’s an amount of money
there she can draw up to that amount of money to assist her in her campaign something
like that it would have been
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KB  Did youissue instructions to Mr CHALMERS in relation to what portion of funds would
be used for what purpose or did you issue any specific instructions like that

NR  No, I don’t think so she was running a campaign and I was put a limit on it, it was only
$5,000 she obviously needed more than that to run a successful campaign but I was quite
happy to work with her

KB  So you basically left it up to Roxanne SCOTT to ... .

NR  Yeah, that’s right, yeah, ’'m not gonna put limitations on her

KB  Draw from the funds in any way she saw fit

NR  That’s right

KB  So.. Roxanne SCOTT could withdraw or access any amount from the

NR  Yes up to $5,000, that’s right

KB  Account ...and you mentioned before that ah you are aware that she may have used a
portion of the funds at least to um assist her with printed material

NR  Yes, that’s right, it’s all part of her campaign

KB Do you know if the total of your donation was accessed and actually distributed on
various services, like the whole amount

NR  (ui) I should imagine it would have been,

KB  Yeah

NR  Ihave no reason to doubt, I’ve never got any change (laughs)

KB  So you weren’t advised at all that there was some money left over as a result

NR  No, is there

KB  Of the election campaign

NR  Is there, by the way

KB  I’'m not sure on that I'll double check

NR  (laughs) if there is would they let me know please
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KB  So,ifI went through some of the ah company’s that are required to be paid as, as a resplt
of the monies in the trust account would you be aware of those at all, like Final Graphics
or you wouldn’t have specific (overtalk)

NR  I've got no, no, no,

KB  Right because you said before that you left, left it up to Roxanne SCOTT how she would

NR  Yeabh, sure I don’t, I know nothing about any of that

KB  Disperse the funds

NR  That’s right. She can spend it any way she likes but she’s got a limit on her of $5,000 if
she decides to spend that money on printed material or whatever it might be it’s up to her

KB  Did you ever receive a phone call, can you, can you recall receiving a phone call from Mr
CHALMERS in relation that he was trying to get your consent that Roxanne SCOTT
wanted to access the balance of the monies to be and for the monies to be paid directly
into her account for her campaign

NR  No, I can’t doesn’t mean to say it never happened. See, it, it, these things just weren’t

‘ important at that time Ken, so why would I

KB  Yeah

NR  Remember something so (ui) as that I just wouldn’t remember it, it may have happened it
may not I don’t know

KB  Surel, I, guess another way of phrasing that was that ah Mr CHALMERSs rang you up one
day informing you that Roxanne SCOTT said she wanted the balance of the monies to be
paid directly into her account for her campaign

NR  Ken, I played golf with Mel CHALMERS

KB Right

NR  We’re probably playing golf together when he might have mentioned it to me I don’t
know as far

KB Yep

NR  I’'m concerned she had $5,000 she can do what she likes with the $5,000 and I was quite
prepared to see her get on it because I think she was a good candidate and I trust Mel so
I’'m quite certain Mel hasn’t got any of it
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KB  So summing up you deposited $5,000 into trust account of Mal CHALMERS

NR  Yes

KB  That was for the sole purpose of Roxanne SCOTT using that money all or part of that
money for her election campaign

NR  Yes

KB Inrelation to any other candidate could they access any of that money at all

NR  No, cause I specifically for Roxanne SCOTT, they cannot

KB (overtalk)

NR  Inever authorised anybody else but somebody else use that money, no

&

Did you make a donation to any other candidate that was running in those elections
NR  Not to my knowledge, not to my knowledge these things weren’t important at the time

KB  Were you aware of a group of candidates that were running as a ticket or part of a block
at all prior to the 27 March 2004 the elections

NR  No, I don’t think so really I don’t think so there’s all sorts of rumours during an election

GR  We, we won’t take, we would never take part in that

NR  We wouldn’t, we’d never be party to that

KB  Just your, your knowledge of it

NR  No, we would never be party to anything like that

GR  We do our own thing (ui)

NR  That’s right, we’re individuals, we don’t ...

KB  IfI can show you a receipt from Mel CHALMERS Company solicitors that’s a receipt
dated the 7 January 2004 and it’s for the sum of $5,000 is that the donation that you’re

referring to

NR  1suppose so, there’s only one donation
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KB Yep

NR  So that, that, that would be it yes

KB  This notice here that Family Assets Pty Ltd is that part of the

NR  Yes, yes, it is we trade under the name of Rix Development but there’s a group of about
four or five companies and we just use that as a trading name Rix Development but
Family Assets is one of our companies, it owns this building you’re sitting in

KB  AndIasked you before if you assisted any other candidate or candidates for that election
and you couldn’t recall assisting anyone else

NR  Not to my knowledge

KB  Correct me if I'm wrong [ think that’s what you said

NR  Yeah, that’s right, yeah, I, 1, did say that no, not, not to my knowledge

GR  Weonly ah distributed $5,000 to Mel CHALMERS that was it to going to Roxanne sorry
Mel CHALMERS didn’t receive any other funds, if that’s what you’re asking (u1)

KB Yep

GR  No other funds went to (ui) at all

KB  Canyourecall receiving a phone call from Tony HICKEY at all would have been around
December 2003 in relation for a crest, for a um a request for funding for a candidate or
certain candidates running in that election

NR Ididn’tnodidI

GR  He may have rung me.  have knowledge that ah Tony HICKEY, HICKEY Lawyers um
were seeking to um to put together a ah fund of which we immediately said we were not
interested

KB  So you think he may have (overtalk)

NR  (overtalk) I have, I haven’t spoken to anyone

GR  Ihave knowledge of it, I have knowledge that Tony HICKEY whether it’s come through
my father who says he doesn’t um doesn’t have that knowledge or it came through me but
I do remember um our (ui) being asked would we be interested and the answer was no
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KB  Right, right, so you can’t recall specifically receiving a phone call from Tony HICKEY
and nor neither can your (overtalk)

GR  No, I cannot

NR  (overtalk)

GR  (ui) I know, our company was approached

NR  But irrespective of that

GR  Wesaid no

NR  We have not put any money in to Lionel, Lionel BARDON fund

GR  Lionel BARDON

NR  We have not done that

GR  (u)

NR  Nor would we do it

GR  Wasno, was not

NR  And even (overtalk)

KB  To that request from Tony HICKEY

NR  If, if, there was one

-KB  Correct

GR  No, I have knowledge that we definitely were asked and the answer was no we were not
interested cause our family doesn’t it’s not the way we would operate

KB Isthere anything else that you would like to state in relation to this current investigation
any other information that you think may be relevant

NR  Well I, I, I, L, think quite frankly the journalist of the Bulletin is on side with Dawn
CRICHLOW and the others and you’re sitting here because of that

GR  We haven’t spoken to Roxanne SCOTT subsequent to the interview
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NR  No, I haven’t spoken to her at all

GR  No, no conversations have had no um letters or telephone conversations at all since the
elections

NR  You know something I don’t know (laughs)

KB No, no, I’'m just asking you that’s all just a, a standard questioh I ask that’s all, yeah
NR  Oh that’s all, OK

KB  Noit’s not to test you or put you on the spot or anything, so

NR  Maybe we’re watching too much television

KB  And you just mentioned then that you haven’t spoken to Roxanne SCOTT since the
election

NR  No, not to my knowledge, I haven’t I don’t think so I wouldn’t Ken I wouldn’t even
recognise her I don’t think anymore

KB  Did you receive any other requests from Roxanne SCOTT for additional donations at all
NR L LI don’t,I don’t think so did she

GR  No (ui) cause your instructions were to Mal that, that the ceiling was $5,000 and that’s it
NR  Well, I'm lucky she never got in

GR  (u)

NR  Well if she had’ve got in I could be in more trouble

GR  Are you in trouble mate I’'m asking the question for you Ken, sorry

KB It'sOK
NR  Ah,ah.....
GR  I(ui)

KB  (overtalking here) Cybill does she work here at all

NR  No, Cybill is Mel’s secretary
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KB  Ohright OK no, I just see a, a message written that’s all

NR  Yeah, no, Cybill is Mel’s secretary she’s about, she’s older than I am but terribly efficient

KB  From Cybill...

GR  Iwon’t, I won’ttell her you said that, that she’s older than you I'm not entirely sure that’s
the case

KB  So you can’t recall Roxanne SCOTT phoning you after the funds were deposited and
asking for all the funds to be placed in her accounts she would have done that through
Mel CHALMERS

NR I'd, 'd imagine so, so it wasn’t see it’s not a big deal all I wanted to do was help
someone who I believed to be sincere and I believe that Dawn CRICHLOW is a bit of a
rabbit you can’t be more straight than that and she’s running against Dawn CRICHLOW

KB  And your dealings with any development applications with Council at all have you had
any recent problems or anything you’d like to comment on in respect of that

NR  Oh absolutely how much time have you got, absolutely we, we’ve got major problems

GR  Your tapes not gonna be (ui)

NR  That’s OK

GR  You should never ask this question now, I have to sit here and listen (ui)

NR  I’ve got major problems with Council major two years to get a development application
out of the Gold Coast City council that’s a major problem

KB  Right, right

NR  We outlay our money we have to wait two years for a permit, that’s a major problem I can
go on and on and on

KB  With this current, with this current council

NR  Yes, they, they give you a, a development approval plan and then they change their mind
after you got a development approval plan

GR  (ui) talking about it
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NR  Then if that’s not bad enough we go out to tender and we haven’t gone out for tender
council changes it’s mind in relation to various planning issues it’s made sort of our
tenders a, as, as you’d understand invalid I could go on and on and on

GR  What about sewerage

NR  Well the sewerage is another problem you don’t want to hear about that but do you

KB  No, that it’s just to get your view on it generally without the specifics

NR  No..

GR  We are having major problems with Gold City Council at officer level even as we're
sitting here

KB  Alright

GR  (ui) Wednesday not with councillors at an officer level because the council rarely and a
lot of this to do is because they’re investigations going on and you know all of this the
council’s coming to a standstill people now don’t want to make decisions they don’t want
to do anything and quite frankly we’re caught up in all of it and it’s come to a bottleneck
and we can’t get anywhere and we’re paying to pump our sewerage to Coomera at the
moment on a month to month cause Council two and a half years ago was supposed to
put a sewerage line and they still haven’t put it in

KB  Alright

GR  OK, to the bottom line are we getting any advantages from council that’s what you're
asking no, we in fact we are livid and upset with council that we can’t get on with what
we do for a living

KB  Right, thank you

NR  And if you want to check go out to the council and check on us we do our business
through the offices of the Gold Coast city council, we do not go to the councillors unless
we have a major problem and if you want to know what’s the last time we met with the
councillors... could be... I don’t know... a year ago

GR  (ui) we’re having that much problem well we will be shortly meeting with them again on
the sewerage problem

KB  Alright
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GR  But are we, are we getting favourable treatment or have we asked for any favours the
answer to that is no we have not and in fact we are quite the opposite we’re having a lot
of trouble with council

KB  Yeah, ifI can just ask you one more question did you at any stage make any donation to
what was termed by the commonsense fund or the Lionel Bardon Trust Fund

NR  Never heard of the Commonsense Fund never heard and we certainly did not make a
donation to the Lionel Bardon Fund

GR No

NR  Did not do so

GR  Our answer to that is as I have stated when it came through my father the request or I took
the call from Tony HICKEY it was no, no

NR  (ui) Itell you

KB  Ifyoudoesn’t appear that you took the call then ifI can just direct this at yourself can you
recall the content of that conversation at all from by Tony HICKEY to yourself

NR  No, but I can imagine that it would have been explained ah, the concept of the fund and,
and the purpose of the fund and my answer would be the same today because I know my
family policy is that no, my family doesn’t get involved in those things if we want to ah
make a donation to a candidate we will do it ourselves

KB  Were the words, or was the phrase Lionel BARDON trust fund used or commonsense
fund

GR  Tveneverheard it until just a few minutes ago the term of commonsense funds, first time
I’ve ever heard that saying as for the Lionel BARDON trust fund, no, the first knowledge
I'have of the Lionel BARDON trust fund the name was when I read about it in the paper

NR  Let me make something clear to you I believe that it’s my right it’s my money if I see a
candidate that I like then I should have the right to be able to assist that candidate it’s not
up to an outside party to select candidates and want to know then whether I want to
contribute to a fund for certain candidates, it’s my right to decide on which candidate I
want to select for council and which ones I'm impressed with that’s what I’d like to do so
we would never under any circumstances become party as it were to outsiders telling me
what, what they’re going to do

GR  Yep, I think it’s important to say that it’s not because my family um have suspicions that
the fund was illegal or, or was going to do something corrupt
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NR  That’s right
GR  It’s that our family policy is that, that my father and I will make that decision

KB  Appreciate that but just to clarify it your fairly sure that you would have had the

conversation with Tony HICKEY not yourself Norman in relation to that or is it possible
either way or

GR  Well, I, well, no, no, I'm not prepared to say that because my I have the knowledge
because it’s been

KB Sure

GR  About the family business has been involved and I'm not convinced that I spoke to Tony
HICKEY, my father’s saying he can’t remember it but if you, if you if (ui) I will have to
say that I did not speak to Tony HICKEY

KB  Sure

GR  Soitcan only mean it was my father

NR It wasn’t me

GR  Well, you don’t remember so....that’s, that’s now all going in circles alright

KB  No, that’s fine

GR  But the bottom line is the answer I know is no that’s the answer cause

NR  We, we wouldn’t be a party to that

GR  It’s against our family policy

NR  Iwant to chose the people that I believe are going to be sincere and do a decent job I'm
not gonna contribute to an outside party who’s gonna support candidates that I may not
even like I’'m not gonna do that that’s silly isn’t it

KB  Alright, well, look I thank you again for making yourself available and partaking this
interview and ah also yourself and ah just for the purpose of the record do you agree that
ah ah you’re agreeable to have your son here present during the interview in fact I, 1

believe you wanted him here

NR  Sure, sure, sure
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KB  Sure

GR  (overtalk)

NR  It’s a family business
KB Right

NR  You’ll find my other daughter in there she’s the secretary the other over there she’s my
receptionist, it’s a family business

KB  And is what you’ve told me here today true and correct to the best of your knowledge
NR  Yesitis

KB  And yourself

GR  Yes

KB  And you’re happy with the way the interview was conducted

NR  Yes, I was

GR  Yeah (ui)

NR  Yes (laughs)

KB  Thanks a lot, the time now is 1:38 pm on the afternoon of Monday the 3™ day of October
2005 this interview is now concluded. Thanks gentlemen

TAPE ENDS

HF/Norm RIX tp 1 of 1 03-10-2005
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