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COPY TAPE 1 OF 1 - RECORD OF INTERVIEW VIA TELEPHONE BETWEEN
DETECTIVE INSPECTOR KEN BEMI OF THE CRIME AND MISCONDUCT
COMMISSION AND NIREE CHRISTISON. HELD AT THE OFFICE OF THE CRIME AND
MISCONDUCT COMMISSION ON TUESDAY THE 18™ OCTOBER 2005

LEGAL OFFICER: Theresa Hamilton

RE: Operation Grand

KB = Detective Inspector Ken Bemi
NC = Niree Christison

- KB The time now is 8:49 am on the morning of Tuesday the 18™ day of October 2005. I'm

about to phone Niree Christison in an effort to interview her in relation to her knowledge
of Quadrant and Chris Morgan from Quadrant and to determine whether she ever had any
meeting with Chris Morgan or any other representative from Quadrant or if her father had
any meeting. I’ll dial the number. ..

[sound of telephone dialling/ringing]

NC  Hello I'm currently out of the office. Please leave your name and number and I'll phone
you.

KB  No good there obviously. Same response as yesterday got the answering machine.
Already left a message on that. Will try the mobile number 0408 250 364 see how we go
this time.

[sound of telephone dialling/ringing]

KB  Doesn’t look too promising. The mobile phone is ringing out by the sounds it bqt wc?’ll
let it ring out. Didn’t switch over to message bank yesterday. Doesn’t look like it’s
going to do that today either.

[sound of telephone ringing}

NC  [ui] can [ help you.

KB  Yeah hello I was after Niree thanks.

NC  It’s Niree may I help you.
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KB Niree, it's ahh Ken Bemi I'm a Detective Inspector with the Crime and Misconduct
Commission in Brisbane.

NC  YeahKen

KB  AhhIspoke to you previously. How are you?

NC  Yeah good.

KB  Ahhthat’s the way. Look I just need to ahh clarify a number of things with you and I can
do that over the phone if you’ve got ahh a few minutes?

NC  I've got a few minutes that’s about it like ‘cos I gotta go to training but yeah.

KB  Alrightno problems at all. Look umm I just need to know in relation ahh to your election
campaign that was for March 2004...

NC  Yeah

KB ...did you umm ever hear of an organisation called Quadrant at all?

NC  Now this name came up to me the other day.

KB  Right

NC  Nowl I, when, when they —Idon’t even know who mentioned it to me. Ireally don’t. I
was just — we were talking about you know the elections in — at work.

KB  Okay

NC  Imight have been one of my work colleagues but umm I’m thinking that it was — I, Thave
heard the name before and it rings a bell and I'm trying to think of how because I don’t
recall having anything to do with anything from Quadrant.

KB  Did you ever contact any person from Quadrant at all?

NC  1don’t know anyone from Quadrant. If you can tell me where, whe}t they are and who
they are that might be better and then umm it could help me out a bit.

KB  Alright what about if I mention the name Chris Morgan to you from Quadrant. Do you
know a Chris Morgan at all?

NC  Ohh umm the name’s not ringing a bell but the company rings a bell. When someone
brought it up to me the other day ‘cos they were sitting there talking about — they were
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74 talking about all these companies and I don’t recall seeing — “cos I just filled in a form for

75 the umm Misconduct Commission and telling, you know going through all these
76 companies and I don’t recall seeing that one on there either.

77

78 KB  Did you ever speak with a Chris Morgan from Quadrant do you know?

79

80 NC  Ahh ohh geez I don’t know if — to be quite honest I went to umm a meeting but I don’t
81 know if it was with Quadrant or — I really don’t.

82

83 KB Did...

84

85 NC  You know — I can ask my Dad ‘cos my Dad will know ‘cos my Dad — we had one
86 meeting with one person and I don’t know his name because it was such a brief meeting
87 and then we left.

88 -

80 KB  What was that meeting about Niree do you know?

91 NC  Umm yeah I do know umm we were actually — when we were umm campaigning umm it

92 was for, someone was going to give us some funding but we never ever ever got any
93 funding umm but we were approached and that was about it and I just — my father said
94 ohh we’re not interested and that’s about it and.
95
96 KB  What was that funding for can you recall or?
97
98 NC  Ohh it was just — it would have been for our campaign but we never, we never got any.
99 My Dad was with me. My Dad might know the persons name ‘cos I personally it was
100 such a quick meeting and I don’t know if it was with Quadrant or not.
101 :
102 KB  Can you recall where the meeting was?
103
104 NC  Yeah it was at Robina.
105
.6 KB  Wasitin an office at Robina?
107
108 NC  Yeah
109
110 KB  Wasitat...
111
112 NC  Butldon’t recall the, the name.
113
114 KB Wasita...
115
116 NC  [ui] thisis what blew me apart the other day when I was speaking.
117
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KB  Was it ahh at corporate a place called Corporate Park or some name like that off
Glenferrie Drive?

NC  Ohhh yeah, yeah yeah.

KB It was there?

NC  Yeah

KB Do you know when that meeting took place?

NC  Ohh now you’re really stretching [ui]

KB  That’s okay

NC  When someone brought the name — you know my Dad was with me. My Dad was
literally with me.

KB  Yeah. So you and your Dad had — went over to Robina and you had a meeting with
someone.

NC It wasin amoming and that was it and umm then we never ever spoke to that person ever
again and we never received any money.

KB  And why, why did you have the meeting with this person again?

NC It was over — something to do with — someone was going to umm I don’t know something
about funding had approached us or something and that was about it and ‘cos my Dad
says no we’re right we, we don’t need any funding.

KB Do you know who that person may or persons may have been that ahh told you about
meet with this ahh particular person and you’d receive some funding? Do you know who
told you to go there?

NC  Ohh gawd! [her emphasis] Umm ohhh umm I know I spoke to umm umm Bob.

KB  Bob - who’s that?

NC  Bob LaCastra

KB  And he may have informed you to go to this place at Robina and you may receive some
funding?
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NC  Well no, no it was — you know — no, no, no - not that we would receive. I think it was
just a feel — no, no, no because we never — because we were a completely independgnt
and didn’t do, you know, we weren’t going with anybody else umm and I have a feeling
that’s why we copped a lot of flack because we didn’t do anything with anybody umm
and we — I don’t even know how — I swear Ken I have no idea how it even arose. But we,
we did go to a meeting at umm umm Robina at Corporate — whatever that place is — but
Corporate Park’s near the kindy I think isn’t 1t?

KB  Ohh look I'm not sure if that’s the exact title of it.

NC  But it was off Glenferrie, it was off Glenferrie. You know why I know where — I don"t
know the name of the actual park but I know it’s off Glenferrie the reason I say that is
because umm Queensland Education’s in there.

KB  Right

NC  Education Queensland in there and I, and that’s why I hadn’t even thought about it
because I had been to Queensland Education quite a few times you know for ahh as a
umm what do you call when I was — as a community representative for Principal Meeting
and things like that.

KB  Yes

NC  So I really do apologise for that but I had — it really didn’t even enter my mind until
someone said something about Quadrant. I said geez I know that name.

KB  So you think it may have been Bob La Castra that suggested you go there?

NC  Ohh well yeah because I mean, I, I’'ve met Bob a couple of times too and ahh but we
never — I never ever received any funding. My Dad’ll tell - I’'m sure...

KB Sure

NC  ...Idon’t know the person’s name and I’m sure that you can ask my Dad as well.

KB  Was Bob like a mentor to you at all? Bob La Castra — would you describe him as that?

NC A mentor —now — I would consider maybe one of my professors at Uni a mentor.

KB  Right

NC  AhhbutIdon’t—after those elections and I don’t — I don’t think any of them are capable
of being mentors.
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KB  Right

NC  Ahhmaybe I, I think — I, I would honestly think that — ohh no I wouldn’t consider him a
mentor I, I — considering 1 had only just sort of met him umm then I think, I, I, T just
believed he was just being ahh a person that was being — just a friend that’s all. I
honestly that’s all. I don’t consider him a mentor. I don’t consider any of them because L
you know, I just don’t trust any...

KB  Before you umm can you recall before you attended Glenferrie Drive there the office ahh
there for this meeting, can you recall you ahh making a phone call at all to any person
there? Like to arrange a meeting, to arrange a time for the meeting?

NC  Ohh ohh no I can’t to be — I really can’t. I was flat out rememb — I didn’t even know
because I didn’t — the thing that gets me is I didn’t think — didn’t even remember
Quadrant until someone brought it up in the office the other day because we were
discussing - actually we were discussing it over lunch and umm here at work and I didn’t
even remember that. So I didn’t even — I sent off all these forms to the MC whatever it .is
—Misconduct Commission and umm I didn’t even write Quadrant ‘cos I actually wrote in
everything else. Isent a 3 page letter saying I knew — I had met Bob La Castra. 1knew
Jan Grew ‘cos she’s studying in my class the whole lot.

KB I can inform you that ahh Quadrant do provide ahh part of the services they provide is
connected with advertising.

NC  Yeah no — you know what we got all my stuff was all through Mudgeeraba Printing.

KB  Right

NC  You can check all of that. That was all through my Dad’s funds. Paid with a cheque. He
did our distribution through — there was some umm ahh my Dad would know because he
would have the, the ahh amounts and that umm for some like pamphlet distributor at
Southport near Jackson Street area.

KB  Yeah

NC  And umm no I didn’t have any — everything was self — I could swear on a Bible on that
one.

KB  That’s fine. You sure you can’t recall this person Chris Morgan?

NC  Idon’t- ahh I know it was a man but I don’t know his name.

KB  Can you describe him for me?
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249 NC Ican’tevendo that. Icould not tell you if he was blonde or grey because I only ever met

250 him once and that was it.
251
252 KB  But you went there — just so [’ve got it right — you went there.
253
254 NC  Ohh1Idid,Idid go to umm I don’t if the business was called Quadrant and ahh because
255 that just rings a bell but I really don’t — I could not tell you the gentleman’s name. I
256 couldn’t even tell you what he looked like. Umm and I'm, I'm a real face person so I'll
257 remember people’s faces but — and I’'m usually good with names but I had not even
258 remembered Quadrant.
259
260 KB  Okay but you went there as a result of what Bob La Castra suggested to you it might be
261 worthwhile going there in relation to funding I think you said earlier on.
262
| 263 NC  Yeah well I mean and, and to be quite honest I, I, I believe that Bob did that in the best
264 intention in case — just in case we could get extra funding for the campaigning but it
5 would have all been declared because that was all above — as far as | was aware
266 everything was above board. We never ever — we never went back to them. We never
267 received anything and you know I am positive Bob will say exactly the same thing
268 because I have never — I haven’t spoken to Bob since. I don’t think I've spoken to Bob
269 since the end of the election. Umm
270
271 KB  Was there any — for the funding was there anything specifically that you were going to
272 use the funding for if you had of received it?
273 :
274 NC  Ohh well it would have been to advertise I presume in the — I dunno — we didn’t — you
275 know what because we never ever did anything we never took it we —you know what it’s
276 such a umm a grey question like I know it sounds really basic but because we never ever
277 received any we didn’t have to even consider what we were going — you know what 1
278 mean?
279
280 KB  Yeah
1
282 NC It was pointless. My Dad just — I remember my Dad turning around and saying well we
283 don’t really need that we’re fine.
284
285 KB  Butin any event you didn’t receive any funding from Quadrant?
286
287 NC  Ohhno. We never received a cent from anybody. That’s why I think — like we had my
288 parents friends are in their 60°s come down and walk around and some umm all my
289 family and my husband and we went and did letterbox drops. No if we had —no not a
290 cent.
291

202 KB  But, but it’s possible you spoke with someone from Quadrant to arrange a meeting?
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NC  We spoke to somebody there — ohh I dunno know if I rang. Idon’t know. Icannot -1
really cannot remember ringing. Maybe I did but umm [ know I had a meeting there and
it was over umm the...

KB  You think it was Quadrant? Like just reflecting on it now?

NC = Iknow it was Glenferrie.

KB Yep

NC  Tknow the name. Ijustreally had completely slipped because I, I presume because it was
a one of meeting. Nothing ever came of it — never bothered.

KB  Did Quadrant ever provide any services to you?

NC No

KB  I'm not talking about just funding but any services? Any advertising services or any
other services?

NC  Nothing

KB No?

NC  The-what’s — I think [ui] Steve Page did all my — I wrote my all my own things umm for
the leaflets that we did. Umm Linda and Steve Page whom I've used on numerous
occasions for the school when I would do news umm what do you call them ahh year
books. Umm I’ve know Linda and Steve for a long, long, long time.

KB  That’s sorry Linda and Steve from?

NC  Page. They own Mudgeeraba Printing.

KB Right

NC  That’s a local printer when we used to live out at Mudgeeraba and I've used them over
time for many things. It was to me that we went to them was natural and I wrote my own
things and they did all the umm printing. Never any money for anyone else and I never
used anybody else.

KB  Can!Ijustumm put an email to you? This is an email that ahh we have and that’s why I
just wanted to, to gauge your independent recol — excuse me — recollection first. But
umm it’s from a Chris Morgan and I can tell you now that Chris Morgan is attached to
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Quadrant and they do provide advertising services. And Chris Morgan has sent a email -
this was dated the 3™ February 2004...

NC  Yeah

KB  ...which was before the election.

NC  Well that was just prior to the election yeah.

KB  Yeah and he sent it to Sue Davies who was the PA to the late Brian Ray okay and he’s
got here ahh “Hi Brian ahh Niree Christison just called and meeting with her in her
campaign manager 9:00 am Monday next February 9 at Quadrant” so the 9" of February
at Quadrant. understand this is a “tell me what you think” appraisal with no immediate
commitments. Anything further I should be aware of could you please advise. Regards
Chris Morgan”

NC  That’s okay look I never ever ever met Brian Ray in my life.

KB  Yeah

NC  Umm it’s funny you should say that because I have never umm look I know where he
lived on Hedges and the funny thing was 1 had a lovely gentleman that was like his
neighbour like two down. His name 1s Allan and his wife is Shelley and they put one of
my signs in their front yard and umm umm and umm sorry I’ve got get off to training...

KB  Yeah you’re right I won’t keep you much longer anyhow.

NC  ...now you can ring me back later on if you want like ‘cos I just have to be in training but
umm....

KB  Yeah

NC  ...the thingis that umm what’d you call it umm he had it in his front yard and then people
said to umm Allan and — I'm sure they said to Allan —but it was mentioned to me too that
umm people pulled out — pulled signs out —you can actually ask Allan —pulled the signs
out of his front yard. Pulled signs out [ui] because they believed I had umm funding with
[ui]. Ididn’t even know he lived there at that stage.

KB  Niree just in relation to that email that I just outlined to you do you think in light of the
email now ahh particularly coming from Chris Morgan asserting that he is having a
meeting with you on the ot February at 9:00 am at Quadrant do you think it’s now quite
possible that you had that meeting with Chris Morgan at Quadrant you and well your
campaign manager which would be your father?
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NC My Dad? Yeah?

KB Do you think that’s possible?

NC  Ohhifit, if it, if his name was Chris Morgan [ui] then that’s great.

KB  Yeah okay

NC  Idon’trecall his name. Ireally don’t —if you even stuck him in front of me I doubt that I
would — no I know I wouldn’t know him. ‘Cos I don’t know...

KB Butdoyou...

NC  ...butifit says that —but as for Brian Ray I’ve got absolutely no idea. Ididn’t even know
what he looked like until the photo was in the paper when he died.

KB  So you think it’s possible you and your father did go to Quadrant and umm just have a
general chat with someone there. You’re not sure if it’s Chris Morgan but it could have
been?

NC  Ohh ahh ], I totally agree. When you said Glenferrie Road ...

KB  Yeah

NC ..., it’s Quadrant next to Queensland Education...

KB  Yeah

NC  ...that’s it then.

KB  Yeah

NC  And we went there for one meeting and that was it.

KB  Alright. Can you recall what was discussed at the meeting?

NC  Umm ohh gawd umm no I really — ahh he would have -1 really don’t know. It was such
a long time ago and I really ahh ahh he would have — 1 really don’t know it was such a
long time ago and I really ... you know my Dad, my Dad would know. I’m sitting here
thinking — I know I spoke to this — I don’t know what he looked like or anything I cannot
remember it was such a short meeting umm

KB  Was there any other person there apart from you and your father?
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425 NC  No and this man whoever this man was.

426
427 KB  Yeah
428 ‘ .
429 NC  Ifhis name was Chris it was Chris I don’t know umm I remember they had vertical blinds
430 in the office that was about it now that you’re talking about it but that’s about umm yeah.
431
432 KB  Was, was there any reason why you didn’t accept umm I dunno did he offer you any, any
433 services at all? This fellow that you spoke to for Quadrant?
434
435 NC  Ahh ohh he — you know what I couldn’t — if he mentioned — if he had mentioned umm it
436 was advertising or whatever that’s okay we didn’t do any — we didn’t have any umm
437 obviously if he offered it to us we never took it because we never did anythmg with
438 Quadrant. Umm I just think that it was a — maybe it was a, a, umm as he states in the
439 email — ‘cos I’ve never seen any email umm that he — it was a - he was trying to feel us
440 out or something I don’t know umm I have no idea ...
1
442  [sound of phone ringing in background]
443
444 KB  You can’t recall that’s okay.
445
446 NC  Youknow whatIreally couldn’t be bothered because there’s really nothing there. 1don’t
447 know. We didn’t get any umm funding off them the whole lot.
448
449 KB  Was there any reason you didn’t accept any ahh funding or services from Quadrant?
450
451 NC  Ahhwellno I, I think my Dad ‘cos my Dad’s a —he’s been in [ui] for a long time and I -
452 maybe he just felt umm I dunno maybe it just it wasn’t, it wasn’t an agreement that was
453 ever going to happen. You know I’m sure you’ve had meetings with people that you, you
454 have these meetings or have a coffee with somebody and that’s the extent of it.
455
456 KB  What’s your ~ yeah — what’s your father’s name?
7

458 NC  Ahh Henry Joseph Hodgson.
459
460 KB  Okay. I’vejust ahhIhave an extract from Chris Morgan’s diary and it’s 9:00 am on the
461 9™ February.
462
463 NC Yeah
464
465 KB  And it’s got your name written in there so.
466
467 NC  That’s okay [ui]
468
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KB Itake it, I take it that the meeting did take place. I’m just trying to jog your memory
that’s all but ahh

NC  Look you know what because I’ll be quite honest if, if it was a, a frivolous meeting it
wouldn’t have made any — wouldn’t stay there for very long in my head because it’s like
what a load of rubbish or my Dad — just ring — I’1l give you my Dad’s number. I’ve gotta
£0 to training,

KB  Sure yep alright.

NC Ringhim. 0412

KB 0412

NC 288 [background laughter/noise distorting dialogue}

KB 88

NC 22

KB Yep

NC 42 and I’ve given all this information to the Misconduct umm Laurie Paul.

KB  Right yes

NC  And Lincoln, Lincoln ahh Hansen

KB  Yes

NC  And]Ido apologise because I didn’t write Quadrant because T had not even [ui] anything
about them until someone mentioned it here at lunch on Friday ohhh no Thursday last
week when my boss was leaving umm because we were talking about dgvelopment and
the appalling development problems in the area that I am going to move into [ui] so umm
yeah no I yeah ring Dad he’ll more than likely remember the fellow’s name. Maybe he
won’t umm

KB  Would you have any notes in a diary or any other notes of, of the meeting with Quadrant?

NC  Thaven’t got anything. Ihaven’t got anything. Ididn’t take a diary with me.

KB  Alright no that’s fine. Look ahh thank you for your time Niree I realise you’ve 'gotta g0
to training and if I need to ahh find out anything else I'll take your offer up and giveyou a
call back. :
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513
514 NC  Definitely. My work number is 5595

515
516 KB 5595
517
518 NC 141 -yeah 951416
519
520 KB Yep
521
522 NC  And umm yeah please do. Just ring Dad.
523 v
524 KB  Sorry ahh 5595
525
526 NC 1416
527
528 KB 1416 alright
9
530  NC  And umm and P'm sure you’ll have to jog his memory on the fellow’s name but if, if you
531 say it’s the umm Glenferrie area just say, just say yeah Niree remembers having the
532 meeting but — we don’t have anything to hide honestly go for your life.
533
534 KB  Thank you very much Niree.
535
536 NC  You're welcome.
537
538 KB  Byebye now.
539
540 NC Bye
541
542 KB  Thatwas the interview with Niree Christison. The time now is 9:11 am. This interview
543 is now concluded.
544
5

46 TAPE ENDS
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