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' VER wondered what A

E city council by-election ig
really like?

Not at the public meetings,

where candidaics wax lyrieal
about their hard worldng

nature, thelr independence, and -

their ability Lo get the job done.

Not in your lettetbox, where
glossy brochures predist the
wonderfil things that will be
achieved ghould the cxmflidme

Not at the polling boothd,
where friendg and public
figures yell ringing endorse-
ments and throst how-to-vote
carde nl residents,

Ever wondercd what renlly
wes on behind the scenes?

Well folks, likke most other
election onmpaigns held on the
Gold Coast, the fight for the
council seat in Divigion 14 has
got it all, Sledging, back-
gtabbing, rumour-monpgering,
and §croaming.

When it comes to this
election baltlo, accusations
have been [lying about more
wildly then at a regular council
meeling. And it all started way
too guickly.

Bofore most residents had
cven, heard about the tragic
death of popular councillot Sue
Robbiny, campalgn plans were
beinyg hatched.

Onc candidate unbclievably
gtarted canvassing The Gold
Coaxl Bullerin for publicity
jus{ hourg after her death
'iasLNovember. :

In anotlier questionable dis-

ho didi’t end up nominatiog ~
mmng up to claim 4 recent near-
denth cxpericnce made him
perfcet for the job.

It only took a couple more
days Tor the mmour mill to
puwp into overdtive.

And since the campaign
really wound into gear, il’s got
much worse.

Bulletin reporters have re-
ceived regulas calls from enndi-
dntes relentlossly pushing tieir
own boreel. That's all past nnd
parcel of nny election.

Dut iugtead of focusing on
the issuex and golutions, some
have focused on each other,

Malicious intent and wasty
rumours scem to rule the roost,
rather than fact,

One agpirant vang up in a bid
to reveal the cmul'ulh\tes he
claimed were part of the alleged
vouncil bloc, the candidates
wilh dodgy business con-
nectlons, and the candidates
with political affilintions.

Swrprise, yurprise, e turned
out to be the only frue indepen-

‘lny. a poteutial candidute —
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dent with » clean slate and im-
peccable reputation,

Dubious claims, especially
oongidering that very game can-
didate falled to offer any decent
policies, and hasn’t ever since.

Inx the most mischisvoug per-
formance of the oleciion, an
anonymous flyer . entilled the
Robbin’a Roost was circuinted
around the divigion, dispnraging
all but a few candldates,

Roturning officer Cee
McPaul gaid it was the worst
publication he had ever geen,
which says samething given the

history of cleotions in thiz re- -
gion. One hopes that regidents:

would put i where it belongs -
in the bin.

Other candidates have
brought fairly rensonable claims
to the newspaper’s attention,
but unfortunately, without a
ghred of proof.

Two claimed they had been

offered thougands in olection
funding before Christmmag, po-
texctially from developers,

The
interest, until the pair refused
Eoint blank to gay who they hnd

een: approached by, Camli-
duten, put up or ghut up.

Then again, with some of the
policies that arc out there, il's
no wonder people feol they need
to play the man (or woman),
instend of the ball.

A few cyebrows were raised
at 4 recent public forwn when
oue candidate announced she
would uze the GST paid by
Divigion 14 residents to fix
roads in the aren.

Wonder what the Federal
Goveriment thinks about that?

Another candidale an-
nouneed a plan to sespend de-
velopment across the region for
two ycms, a promise which is
completely impractical, if not il

accuzations drew

agn o

legal, We couldn’t quile 47

ol the reporting ol that jsst
TIe gpent |5 minulcs avg
(more like bellowing down

phone), that Lthe word ‘m-—-

torium’ ghould be uged, ins
of *suspension’. _
“Youw're misquoting b
you say suspension,” he ycl
Checlc ount the Macqu
dictionary — it means {he &
thing. )
No sooncr had the ph

" call ended thay the snme ca:

datc rang the boss 1o comp
about dubieus journalistic.
tegrity, or something lke th

The story hadn’t even b
published at {he time,

This group of wanuabes g
arc quick (0 complain when
chips don’t (nll their way.

My chicf-of-stafl informs
he has ficlded several of
of a simijlar nature, calling
my scalp. o

One candidate sg¢ream
down the phoneline in an,
after he was labelled a fai
candidate in an arlicle,

The fact that ke lost
the last election may have
coped lis mind, but.it hos
cgeapeti mine,

Candidutes have threnten
legal action when storics abe
their adversavies havo nppear

They’ve cven threaten
to tlale articles Lo "the pre
conneil. i »

All beenuge of the audac
shown by ontilning the polici
of candidates, their electi
funding, thelr history in ¢
area, snd, in some onges, thi
clouding of the truth,

Rmbellishmenis have c¢c
tainly reared their ugly he
during this campaign.

One candidate caused amu
ement when gho insisted st
way gelf-funded and total
independent. : :

During & phone conve
sation the next day, T wag aske

. o hold the line,

“T'vo got the Bullesin on th
phone und they want 1o loow
I'm gelf-fonded, bue-1 got $50
from (inandible),” she Iizsed ©
someone in .the baclground
brying in vain to cover the re
ceiver with her hand.

She retiirned and [ was as
sured; “Yep, I'm sell-funded.”

She wag promptly informec
I’d heard cvory word she said
and (orced to admit ghe had re
ceived a donation.

We're just not hoodwinked
THAT euzily.

1Us got some tough compet-
ftion, but thut one takes
the calce.
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